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WELCOME TO EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 

“How lovely is Your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!” 
(Psalm 84:1) We are thankful that God has brought you 
here with us this morning to hear His Word and receive 
His gifts! You’ll find everything you need for the 
worship service in this bulletin and in Lutheran Service 
Book, our hymnal. If you have any questions about our 
worship service, our congregation, or what we believe, 
please ask our pastor or any of our members.  
 

 

OUR COMMUNION POLICY: 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation by baptized believers in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. 
Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show 
forth his death until he comes.  
 

If you are not a member of a congregation in The Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive Communion, we kindly request that 
you first speak with our pastor. 
 

 

SERVANTS DURING WORSHIP THIS MORNING: 
Pastor – Rev. E.B. Holschuh 

Lay Reader – Carole Holschuh 
Assisting Elder – David Sager 

Usher – David Layland 
Acolyte – E.J. Clontz 

 

 
We are using the Church Music Solutions Church Organist Service, an iPad 

application that provides us with accompaniment for our worship service. There 
is a brief introduction to the musical parts of the liturgy unless otherwise noted. 
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AS WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING: 
 

The Son of God Has Redeemed Us for Himself with His Holy and 
Precious Blood 

 

The Lord our God has chosen us to be “his treasured possession,” not because of 
any strength in us, but solely “because the LORD loves” us (Deut. 7:6–8). He is 
faithful, and He “keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and 
keep his commandments” (Deut. 7:9). He has searched for us and found us in 
love, and He has bestowed on us “great value” by the great price that He has paid 
on the cross (Matt. 13:45–46). In His joy, He has redeemed us by His cross and 
gathered us into His kingdom by the Gospel. Now we are “hidden in a field,” 
covered by the cross and subject to the persecution of the world (Matt. 13:44), not 
for destruction, but “to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom. 8:29). Since 
we “are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28), and because Christ Jesus 
died, rose again and lives to intercede for us “at the right hand of God” (Rom. 
8:34), there is nothing in all creation that can separate us from “the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 
 

DIVINE SERVICE 
SETTING FOUR  

 
Prelude  Selected Music 
 
Welcome and Greeting  Pastor 
 
Announcements 
 
Opening Hymn     “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure” LSB 654 
 
(stand) 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
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C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Ps. 130:3-4 

 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.  [Luke 18:13] 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  [John 20:19-23] 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  

Introit  Psalm 105:2-6 

 

P Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
tell of all his wondrous works! 

C Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

P Seek the LORD and his strength; 
seek his presence continually! 

C Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 

P O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 
children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Kyrie  Mark 10:47 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis (no intro)  Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



6 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, 

that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have 
commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

(sit) 
 

Old Testament Reading  Deuteronomy 7:6-9 
 
6“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you 
to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the 
face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any other 
people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of 
all peoples, 8but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he 
swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, to a thousand generations.” 
 
A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading  Romans 8:28-39 
 
28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also 
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he 
also glorified. 
 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 
will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any 
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charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(stand) 
 
Alleluia and Verse 
 

 

 

 
  John 20:31 
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Holy Gospel Reading  Matthew 13:44-52 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. 
 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had 
and bought it. 
 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat 
down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be 
at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and 
what is old.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(sit) 
 
Hymn of the Day              “One Thing’s Needful” LSB 536  
 
Sermon             The Difference between a   Matthew 13:44-52 
 Good Fish and a Bad Fish 
 
(stand) 
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Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and  
     the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  
     glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

                and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Passing of the Peace 
 
(sit) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy 

C hear our prayer. 
 
Offering  Usher 
 
(stand) 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Preface   

 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord.  [Colossians 3:1] 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. [Psalm 136] 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus (no intro)  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 

  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has 
redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has 
delivered us into new life in Him. 

 

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body 
given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation 
until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 
  Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

covenant in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini  John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei  John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
(sit) 
 
Distribution Hymns 
             
 “From God Can Nothing Move Me” LSB 713 
 “When I Behold Jesus Christ” LSB 542 
 
(stand) 
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Nunc Dimittis  Luke 2:29-32 
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Post-Communion Collect  
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction 
 

P Let us bless the Lord.  [Psalm 103:1] 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 

C Amen. 
 
(sit) 
 
Closing Hymn        “Amazing Grace” LSB 744 

 

P Go in Peace!   

C Serve the Lord! 
 
Postlude  Selected Music 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Initial and ongoing funding for Epiphany Lutheran Church has been received through a grant made 

possible by the Roy D. and Ingaborg G. Randolph Memorial Endowment Fund.  
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SERMON NOTES: Matthew 13:44-52 
 

The Difference between a Good Fish and a Bad Fish 
 

1. The meaning of most ___________________ is, intentionally, not 
obvious—so we ought to expect that not everyone will understand them—and 
comparisons are used to describe some aspect of ___________________’s 
interaction with ___________________. 
2. The Parable of the Hidden Treasure tells the ___________________ of 
God's activity in ___________________ to purchase and claim his 
___________________.   
3. The Parable of the Pearl tells a similar story through which Jesus taught that 
___________________, through him, was seeking out 
___________________ in order to ___________________ them.   
4. The Parable of the ___________________ is about the Last Day, when 
the ___________________ fish are kept and the 
___________________ fish discarded. 
5. The only difference between the ___________________ fish and the 
___________________ fish is ___________________. 
6. ___________________ challenge the ___________________ to 
step into the thought-world of ___________________ and see things from 
his perspective. 
 
 

 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER? 
 

The first step to becoming a member of our congregation is to speak with our 
pastor. 
 

We believe, teach, and confess that we are all broken sinners in need of God’s 
salvation, which He freely gives through His Word and Sacrament. Church is not 
a club for the sinless– it’s a hospital for sinners! 
 

You may become a member of Epiphany Lutheran Church by transferring your 
membership from a sister congregation of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) or you may receive instruction from the pastor and become a 
communicant member of Epiphany and the LCMS through Adult Instruction 
Class or through a profession of faith. 
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Epiphany Events Calendar: Our congregation calendar is on our website 
(epiphanybastrop.org); to add an event, please email secretary@epiphanybastrop.org. 
 

 

Offering: Should you wish to make your regular tithe or offering 
online, you may do so at https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
ZKYH/home or scan this QR code. 
 

 

9am Adult Sunday School: Join us as we continue the video study, Drive 
Thru History: Ends of the Earth. We’re following host Dave Stotts as he travels 
the globe to tell the 2,000-year story of how the Gospel of Jesus Christ reached 
the Ends of the Earth. 
 

 

Well, we did it! We reached our 90-day $10,000 building fund challenge in 
less than half the time—on Sunday, July 12th our total reached $11,200! Thank 
you to all who gave so generously... Even though we met the challenge, special 
offerings can still be made to help fund a new worship building. If you’d like to 
donate, please note that it is for our building fund on a check or envelope. 
 

 

Lutheran Radio: Hear The Lutheran Hour each Sunday on station KBUK-FM 
104.9 at 7:00 a.m. or on station KANJ-FM 91.5 at 12:30 p.m. or go to lhm.org 
for a link to listen to the Lutheran Hour live.  You can also listen to The Lutheran 
Hour on the local Austin station KLBJ (590 AM or 99.7 FM) at 7am on Sunday. 
 

KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod,  
shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services,  
Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find 
programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us 
on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
 

 

RightNow Media: Every person in our Epiphany family has (and can 
share) free access to over 25,000 biblical video series for adults, youth, 
and kids—RightNow Media has a free app that’s available on all 
major streaming devices so you and your family can access content 
anywhere, anytime. Visit app.rightnowmedia.org/join/elcb or 
scan the QR code. 
 

 

ChristianBook Giveback Program: Did you know that your purchases at 
Christianbook can help fund our congregation? Just visit 
christianbook.com/apps/giveback and enter the Giveback ID for Epiphany 
Lutheran Church: JQWHTN. After this one-time signup, we’ll be eligible to 
receive 4% cashback on your purchases. 

https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/epiphanybastrop.org
mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZKYH/home
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZKYH/home
https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/lhm.org
https://www.kfuo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/KFUOradio
https://twitter.com/KfuoRadio
https://www.instagram.com/kfuoradio/
https://www.christianbook.com/apps/giveback
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Epiphany Lutheran Church has a podcast! Our 
Peace Be With You podcast is available on popular 
podcast apps, but you can always find it at 
peacebewithyou.podbean.com  (or just scan the QR 
code). 

 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT EPIPHANY: 
 
 

Sunday, July 26th   

• 9:00am – Children’s Sunday School 

• 9:00am – Adult Sunday School 

• 10:00am – Fellowship / Coffee Time 

• 10:30am – Worship Service with Communion 
 

Wednesday, July 29th  

• 7:00pm – Starting Point: A Conversation About Faith 
 

Sunday, August 2nd     

• 9:00am – Children’s Sunday School 

• 9:00am – Adult Sunday School 

• 10:00am – Fellowship / Coffee Time 

• 10:30am – Worship Service with Communion 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Answers to Sermon Notes: 

1. The meaning of most parables is, intentionally, not obvious—so we ought to expect that not everyone will understand them—and comparisons are 

used to describe some aspect of God’’s interaction with humans. 

2. The Parable of the Hidden Treasure tells the story of God's activity in Jesus to purchase and claim his disciples.   

3. The Parable of the Pearl tells a similar story through which Jesus taught that God, through him, was seeking out men in order to save them.   

4. The Parable of the Net is about the Last Day, when the good fish are kept and the bad fish discarded. 

5. The only difference between the good fish and the bad fish is Jesus. 

6. Parables challenge the listener to step into the thought-world of Jesus and see things from his perspective. 

 

https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/peacebewithyou.podbean.com
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PRAYERS AT EPIPHANY 
PRAYER REQUESTS:   Please share any prayer request on the Prayer Requests 
sheet as you enter on Sunday. You may also email a prayer request, as well as a 
request to become a part of Epiphany’s prayer chain, to 
secretary@epiphanybastrop.org. 
 

Please continue to pray for… 
 

• Rev. Dr. Christian and Gudula Tiews – missionaries in Germany 

• Fey Betak, Francis Eschberger, Jim Haynes, Anita Hickman, Ranita 
Murphy, Elaine Ottinger, Sally Potthast, Gert Schriner, and all the 
residents at Argent Court Assisted Living in Bastrop 

 
 

 

 

                The Angels' Final Assignment 

Jesus' words in Matthew 13 are striking: "The angels will come out 

and separate the evil from the righteous..." That may sound like an 

ordinary detail of the Parable of the Net (vv. 47-50), but it contains something 

rather unexpected. Throughout Scripture, angels are most often God's 

messengers. Gabriel announces the births of John the Baptist and Jesus. Angels 

proclaim Christ's birth to the shepherds. An angel strengthens Jesus in 

Gethsemane. At his ascension, angels reassure the disciples that Jesus will return. 

We have grown accustomed to thinking of angels as heavenly heralds, bearers of 

good news. 

But in this parable, Jesus gives them a different assignment. When the age comes 

to its end, the angels are no longer sent merely to announce God's work. They 

are sent to carry it out. They become the agents of Christ's final judgment, 

separating the evil from the righteous as fishermen sort their catch. The time for 

invitations has ended. The day of decision has arrived. 

Right now, we live in the age of the Gospel. God's messengers are still speaking. 

Pastors proclaim Christ crucified. Christians bear witness to their neighbors. The 

Scriptures are preached, taught, read, and heard. Even the holy angels continue 

mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org


20 

 

their unseen ministry, serving those who will inherit salvation (Hebrews 1:14). 

Every Divine Service, every sermon, every conversation about Christ is another 

gracious invitation from God to repent and believe. 

But Jesus reminds us that this age will not continue forever. There will come a day 

when the angels' ministry changes. No longer will they announce God's saving 

work; they will execute His righteous judgment. The One who once came in 

humility to seek and save the lost will return in glory to judge the living and the 

dead. 

Notice, too, that the angels do the separating—not us. We often try to sort 

people into categories of "saved" and "lost," "good" and "bad," based on what 

we can see. Yet only Christ knows every heart. He alone knows those who trust in 

Him. The angels act only at His command and according to His perfect 

knowledge. Until then, we are not called to separate people but to serve them, 

love them, and proclaim Christ to them. 

This is both a warning and a comfort. The warning is that Judgment Day is 

certain. God's patience has an appointed end. The comfort is that those who 

belong to Christ need not fear that day. The same Lord who sends His angels to 

judge is the Savior who first sent them to announce, "Unto you is born this day...a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11). Those who have been clothed in 

Christ's righteousness through faith will not be separated from Him, but gathered 

to Him forever. 

Until that day, we continue to live in the season of God's mercy. The messengers 

are still speaking. The Gospel is still being proclaimed. The invitation still stands. 

What a privilege—and what an urgency—to connect others to Christ, grow 

together in His Word, and multiply His kingdom while the angels are still 

announcing God's grace before they are sent to accomplish His final judgment. 

 

 


