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WELCOME TO EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 

“How lovely is Your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!” 
(Psalm 84:1) We are thankful that God has brought you 
here with us this morning to hear His Word and receive 
His gifts! You’ll find everything you need for the 
worship service in this bulletin and in Lutheran Service 
Book, our hymnal. If you have any questions about our 
worship service, our congregation, or what we believe, 
please ask our pastor or any of our members.  
 

 

OUR COMMUNION POLICY: 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation by baptized believers in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. 
Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show 
forth his death until he comes.  
 

If you are not a member of a congregation in The Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive Communion, we kindly request that 
you first speak with our pastor. 
 

 

SERVANTS DURING WORSHIP THIS MORNING: 
Pastor – Rev. E.B. Holschuh 
Lay Reader – Dave Layland 

Assisting Elder – Dave Layland 
Usher – Jeremy Clifton 

Acolyte – Madeline Robb 
 

 
We are using the Church Music Solutions Church Organist Service, an iPad 

application that provides us with accompaniment for our worship service. There 
is a brief introduction to the musical parts of the liturgy unless otherwise noted. 
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AS WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING: 
 

Our Lord Jesus Is with Us in the Upper Room of His Church on Earth 
 

On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus prayed for His apostles and His 
Church on earth. “The hour” had come when the Father would glorify His Son by the 
cross (John 17:1). Through the shedding of His blood, He would bring forgiveness for the 
sins of the world, and in His resurrection and ascension He would unite all Christians 
with the Father “that they may be one” with God (John 17:11). He manifested His name 
to the apostles and gave them the words of the Father to speak in His name. The 
apostolic witness of His cross and resurrection (Acts 1:21–22) gathers disciples together 
“with one accord” into the one Body of Christ (Acts 1:14). “Devoting themselves to 
prayer,” they wait upon the Lord in “the upper room” (Acts 1:13–14), the place of His 
Holy Supper. Strengthened by the Gospel, Christians bear the cross of Christ in patience 
and peace, rejoicing to share in His suffering, in order that they “may also rejoice and be 
glad when his glory is revealed” (1 Peter 4:13). 
 

DIVINE SERVICE 
SETTING FOUR  

 
Prelude  Selected Music 
 
Welcome and Greeting  Pastor 
 
Announcements 
 
Opening Hymn      “In Thee Is Gladness” LSB 818 
 
(stand) 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Ps. 130:3-4 
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P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.  [Luke 18:13] 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  [John 20:19-23] 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  

Introit  Psalm 100 

 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 

C Know that the LORD, he is God! 
It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. 

P Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

C For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Kyrie  Mark 10:47 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis (no intro)  Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
 O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave 

us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised 
from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

(sit) 
 

First Reading  Acts 1:12-26 
 
 12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had 
entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and 
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of 
James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of 
persons was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man 
bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst 
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language 
Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 
 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the 
day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a 
witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, 
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“You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have 
chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell 
on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading  1 Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-11 
 
 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice 
insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let none of 
you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone 
suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 
name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator while doing good. . . . 
 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at 
the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he 
cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your 
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 
brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered a little while, 
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(stand) 
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Alleluia and Verse 
 

 

 

 
  John 20:31 

 
 
Holy Gospel Reading  John 17:1-11 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since 
you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth, having 
accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in 
your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 
 6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the 
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8For I 
have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and 
have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
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sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those 
whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are 
mine, and I am glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, 
which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(sit) 
 
Hymn of the Day           “Praise Be to Christ” LSB 538 
 
Sermon             What Hath God Wrought   John 17:1-11 
 
(stand) 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and  
     the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  
     glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
(sit) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy 

C hear our prayer. 
 
Offering  Usher 
 
(stand) 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
Preface   

 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord.  [Colossians 3:1] 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. [Psalm 136] 
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P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His 
disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us 
partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus (no intro)  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 
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For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has 
redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has 
delivered us into new life in Him. 

 

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body 
given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation 
until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 
Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 
  Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

covenant in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini  John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei  John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
(sit) 
 
Distribution Hymns   
 
 “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” LSB #623 
 “If God Himself Be for Me” LSB #724 
 
(stand) 
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Nunc Dimittis  Luke 2:29-32 
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Post-Communion Collect  
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction 
 

P Let us bless the Lord.  [Psalm 103:1] 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 

C Amen. 
 
(sit) 
 
Closing Hymn        “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” LSB 650 
 
Easter Acclamation 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 

P Go in Peace!   

C Serve the Lord! 
 
Postlude  Selected Music 
 
 
 
 

Initial and ongoing funding for Epiphany Lutheran Church has been received through a grant made 
possible by the Roy D. and Ingaborg G. Randolph Memorial Endowment Fund.  
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CATECHISM CORNER | Bite-sized teachings from Luther’s Small Catechism 
Written in 1529 in Q&A format, the Small Catechism explores the Six Chief Parts of Christian Doctrine: the Ten 

Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Confession, and the 

Sacrament of the Altar. 

CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

5. Do you also hope to be saved? 

Yes, such is my hope. 

6. In whom, then, do you trust? 

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

SERMON NOTES: John 17:1-11 
 

What Hath God Wrought 

1. The whole of __________________ 17 is known as Jesus’ 
__________________ Prayer or __________________ Priestly Prayer. 

2. Jesus utters this prayer aloud for the simple reason that he wants his 
__________________ to __________________ his communication 
with the __________________. 

3. There are three stages of discipleship in John 17:8:  

1) God gives the __________________ to Jesus, he 
__________________ it on to his disciples, and they accept or obey 
their __________________ as such.  

2) His __________________ come to know Jesus’ 
__________________ as their __________________.  

3) Their __________________ is God’s __________________ to 
them and is to __________________ their lives from this point on. 

4. When Jesus’ disciples __________________, are committed, and filled 
with a desire to follow his lead, only then will the world 
__________________ what God has __________________. 

 
 

 
 

Epiphany Lutheran Church has a podcast! Our 
Peace Be With You podcast is available on 
popular podcast apps, but you can always find it at 
peacebewithyou.podbean.com  (or just scan the QR 
code). 

 
 

https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/peacebewithyou.podbean.com
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER? 
 

The first step to becoming a member of our congregation is to speak with our pastor. 
 

We believe, teach, and confess that we are all broken sinners in need of God’s 
salvation, which He freely gives through His Word and Sacrament. Church is not a 
club for the sinless– it’s a hospital for sinners! 
 

You may become a member of Epiphany Lutheran Church by transferring your 
membership from a sister congregation of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) or you may receive instruction from the pastor and become a communicant 
member of Epiphany and the LCMS through Adult Instruction Class or through a 
profession of faith. 
 

 

Epiphany Events Calendar: Our congregation calendar is on our website 
(epiphanybastrop.org); to add an event, please email secretary@epiphanybastrop.org. 
 

 

Offering: Should you wish to make your regular tithe or offering 
online, you may do so at https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
ZKYH/home or scan this QR code. 
 

 

9am Adult Sunday School: Join us as we continue the video study, Drive 
Thru History: Ends of the Earth. We’re following host Dave Stotts as he travels 
the globe to tell the 2,000-year story of how the Gospel of Jesus Christ reached 
the Ends of the Earth. 
 

 

Lutheran Radio: Hear The Lutheran Hour each Sunday on station KBUK-FM 104.9 at 
7:00 a.m. or on station KANJ-FM 91.5 at 12:30 p.m. or go to lhm.org for a link to listen 
to the Lutheran Hour live.  You can also listen to The Lutheran Hour on the local Austin 
station KLBJ (590 AM or 99.7 FM) at 7am on Sunday. 
 

KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod,  
shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services,  
Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find programs on 
demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on 
social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
 

 

RightNow Media: Every person in our Epiphany family has (and can 
share) free access to over 25,000 biblical video series for adults, youth, 
and kids—RightNow Media has a free app that’s available on all 
major streaming devices so you and your family can access content 
anywhere, anytime. Visit app.rightnowmedia.org/join/elcb or 
scan the QR code. 
 

https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/epiphanybastrop.org
mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZKYH/home
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZKYH/home
https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/lhm.org
https://www.kfuo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/KFUOradio
https://twitter.com/KfuoRadio
https://www.instagram.com/kfuoradio/
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ChristianBook Giveback Program: Did you know that your purchases at 
Christianbook can help fund our congregation? Just visit 
christianbook.com/apps/giveback and enter the Giveback ID for Epiphany 
Lutheran Church: JQWHTN. After this one-time signup, we’ll be eligible to 
receive 4% cashback on your purchases. 
 

 

PRAYERS AT EPIPHANY 
PRAYER REQUESTS:   Please share any prayer request on the Prayer Requests sheet as 
you enter on Sunday. You may also email a prayer request, as well as a request to become 
a part of Epiphany’s prayer chain, to secretary@epiphanybastrop.org. 
 

Please continue to pray for… 
 

• Rev. Matthew and Kali Wood and their children, Laurel, Eleanor, Caroline, and 
Kermit - missionaries in Indonesia 

• Fey Betak, Francis Eschberger, Jim Haynes, Anita Hickman, Ranita Murphy, 
Elaine Ottinger, Sally Potthast, Gert Schriner, and all the residents at Argent 
Court Assisted Living in Bastrop 

• Family of Fred Sager 

• Sandy and Carl Sneck 

• Lisa Clontz 

• Lester Rainer – Deb and Dave Layland’s Brother-in-Law 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT EPIPHANY: 
 
 

Sunday, May 17th  

• 9:00am – Children’s Sunday School 

• 9:00am – Adult Sunday School 

• 10:00am – Fellowship / Coffee Time 

• 10:30am – Worship Service with Communion 
 

Tuesday, May 19th   

• 3:00pm – Devotional at Argent Court 
 

Sunday, May 24th  

• 9:00am – Children’s Sunday School 

• 9:00am – Adult Sunday School 

• 10:00am – Fellowship / Coffee Time 

• 10:30am – Worship Service with Communion 
 

 

Answers to Sermon Notes: 

1. The whole of John 17 is known as Jesus’ Farewell Prayer or High Priestly Prayer. 

2. Jesus utters this prayer aloud for the simple reason that he wants his disciples to hear his communication with the Father. 

3. There are three stages of discipleship in John 17:8:  

1) God gives the message to Jesus, he passes it on to his disciples, and they accept or obey their calling as such.  

2) His disciples come to know Jesus’ mission as their own.  

3) Their mission is God’s gift to them and is to guide their lives from this point on. 

4. When Jesus’ disciples unite, are committed, and filled with a desire to follow his lead, only then will the world see what God has done. 

 

https://www.christianbook.com/apps/giveback
mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org
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                             Bone of My Bones 

When Adam first sees Eve in Genesis 2:23, the very first recorded 

human words in Scripture burst forth almost like poetry: “This at 

last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 

Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 

This is far more than Adam simply identifying another human being. It is a joyful 

confession. After all the animals had passed before him, none had been found 

suitable to stand beside him as an equal companion. Then God creates Eve from 

Adam’s own side—not from the dust separately as with Adam, but from him and 

for him. Adam immediately recognizes her as both like him and wonderfully 

distinct from him. 

In Hebrew, the words are ish (man) and ishshah (woman). The similarity in sound 

is intentional. Adam is expressing the deep connection between them. Eve is not 

a lesser creature or an afterthought in creation. She shares the same humanity: 

“bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” 

Interestingly, English preserves something of this same connection. The word 

woman comes from the Old English wīfmann, meaning “female person.” Long 

ago, the word mann referred generally to a human being, while wīf referred to a 

woman or wife. Over centuries, wīfmann gradually became woman. 

Even our language still carries echoes of the truth first spoken in Eden: men and 

women share the same humanity while remaining distinct gifts of God’s creation. 

That truth is important in every generation, including our own. Our culture often 

swings between two extremes. Sometimes it exaggerates the differences between 

men and women in unhealthy ways, treating one as superior to the other. Other 

times it attempts to erase the distinctions altogether, as though God’s created 

design has no meaning. Scripture does neither. 
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Instead, Genesis presents man and woman as equal in dignity and value, both 

created in the image of God, yet intentionally distinct. Together they reflect God’s 

design for marriage, family, community, and human flourishing. Adam’s words 

are words of delight, gratitude, and belonging. 

There is also a deeper spiritual picture here. Eve was taken from Adam’s side as 

he slept, and the Church is brought forth from the pierced side of Christ as He 

slept the sleep of death upon the cross. From Jesus flow the gifts that create and 

sustain His Bride: water and blood, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, forgiveness 

and life. 

In Christ, all believers—male and female alike—share an even greater unity than 

Adam and Eve knew in Eden. We are redeemed by the same Savior, washed in 

the same Baptism, and made members of the same Body. Sin divides and 

corrupts human relationships, but Jesus restores what sin has broken. 

The God who created humanity in love also redeems humanity in love. And in a 

fractured and lonely world, Genesis 2 reminds us that we were never meant to 

live isolated from one another or from God. We were created for communion—

with Him and with one another—through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 


