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WELCOME TO EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 

“How lovely is Your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!” 
(Psalm 84:1) We are thankful that God has brought you 
here with us this morning to hear His Word and receive 
His gifts! You’ll find everything you need for the 
worship service in this bulletin and in Lutheran Service 
Book, our hymnal. If you have any questions about our 
worship service, our congregation, or what we believe, 
please ask our pastor or any of our members.  
 

 

OUR COMMUNION POLICY: 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation by baptized believers in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 
only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. 
Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show 
forth his death until he comes.  
 
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to 
their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which 
is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak 
with the pastor.  
 
For further study, see Matthew 5:23; 10:32; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 
11:17-34. 
 

 

 
SERVANTS DURING WORSHIP THIS MORNING: 

Pastor – Rev. E.B. Holschuh 
Musician – Leann McClain 
Lay Reader – Dave Layland 

Assisting Elder – Dave Sager 
Usher – Alex Monroe 

Acolyte – Calvin Monroe 
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AS WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING: 
 

Jesus Christ Reigns, Enduring the Cross – Its Scorn and Shame 
 

The Lord Jesus reigns in love among those who are baptized in His name. “They 
shall be mine,” He says, “and I will spare them as a man spares his son who 
serves him” (Mal. 3:17). Jesus’ service through crucifixion for sinful men anchors 
us in new life. In the proclamation of His Son, God makes His justice clear, 
defining “the distinction between the righteous and the wicked” (Mal. 3:18). He 
truly is “the King of the Jews” (Luke 23:38), who governs His Church with all 
authority in heaven and on earth. He has come into His kingdom by His cross, 
and He graciously remembers us in paradise. Therefore, do not weep for Him, 
but with repentant faith “weep for yourselves and for your children” (Luke 
23:28). Then the mountains and hills of Jerusalem, His holy Church, shall cover 
you with His righteousness and peace. For He “is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation” (Col. 1:15). “All things were created through him 
and for him” (Col. 1:16), and “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” bodily 
in Him, reconciling all things to Himself “by the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:19–
20).  
 

DIVINE SERVICE 
SETTING FOUR  

 
Prelude  Selected Music 
 
Welcome and Greeting  Pastor 
 
Announcements 
 
Opening Hymn        “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”  LSB 534 
 
(stand) 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
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C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Ps. 130:3-4 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.  [Luke 18:13] 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C Amen.  [John 20:19-23] 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  
Introit  Psalm 134 

 

P Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 
who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 

C Lift up your hands to the holy place 
and bless the LORD! 

P May the Lord bless you from Zion, 
he who made heaven and earth! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Kyrie  Mark 10:47 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis  Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive 

Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful 
goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
(sit) 
   
Old Testament Reading  Malachi 3:13-18 
 
13“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have 
we spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the 
profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of 
hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but 
they put God to the test and they escape.’” 
 16Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid 
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of 
those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says 
the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will 
spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall 
see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who 
serves God and one who does not serve him.” 

 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Reading  Colossians 1:13-20 
 

13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins. 
 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by 
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
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thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 
his cross. 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(stand) 
 
Alleluia and Verse 
 

 

 

 
  John 20:31 
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Holy Gospel Reading  Luke 23:27-43 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women 
who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are 
the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never 
nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the 
hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?” 
 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 
him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 
crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to 
divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at 
him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his 
Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was 
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we 
indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(sit) 
 
Hymn of the Day            “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”  LSB 451 
 
Sermon   God Meets Man at the Cross Luke 23:27-43 
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(stand) 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
(sit) 
 
Reception of New Member 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy 

C hear our prayer. 
 
Offering  Usher 
 
(stand) 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
Preface   

 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord.  [Colossians 3:1 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. [Psalm 136] 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has 
redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has 
delivered us into new life in Him. 

 
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body 
given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation 
until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. 
 
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 
  Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

covenant in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini  John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei  John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
(sit) 
 
Distribution Hymn             “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761 
 
(stand) 
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Nunc Dimittis  Luke 2:29-32 
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Post-Communion Collect  
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction 
 

P Let us bless the Lord.  [Psalm 103:1] 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 

C Amen. 
 
(sit) 
 
Closing Hymn       “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” LSB 680 

 

P Go in Peace!   

C Serve the Lord! 
 
Postlude  Selected Music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initial and ongoing funding for Epiphany Lutheran Church has been received through a grant made 
possible by the Roy D. and Ingaborg G. Randolph Memorial Endowment Fund. 
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CATECHISM CORNER | Bite-sized teachings from Luther’s Small Catechism 
Written in 1529 in Q&A format, the Small Catechism explores the Six Chief Parts of Christian Doctrine: the Ten 

Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Confession, and the 

Sacrament of the Altar. 

What is the Office of the Keys? 

The Office of the Keys is the special authority which Christ has given to His Church on earth: to forgive 

the sins of the penitent sinners, but to retain the sins of the impenitent as long as they do not repent. 

Where is this written? 

The evangelist writes, John 20:22-23: “Jesus breathed on His disciples and said to them, ‘Receive the 

Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; and if you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained.’” 
 

SERMON NOTES: Luke 23:27-43 
 

God Meets Man at the Cross 
 

1. Jesus’ ascension to __________________ will leave all 

__________________ to struggle in the Not Yet, not knowing when this 

second __________________ will take place. 

2. The __________________ does not teach a doctrine of reprobation; that is, 

an election of __________________ for those who are 

__________________. 

3. Jerusalem’s blindness to God’s visitation is taking place right before their very 

eyes; __________________ is meeting __________________ at the 

__________________.   

4. Luther contended that whoever wants to find God must seek the way of the 

Divine from __________________—that is, starting with the 

__________________  __________________. 

5. Jesus came to save a __________________ that still 

__________________ him as he hangs on the Cross, slowly dying a 

__________________’s death. 

6. At the Cross, God meets man—not from afar, not in __________________, 

but in __________________ and __________________. 

 
 

Epiphany Lutheran Church has a podcast! Our Peace 
Be With You podcast is available on popular podcast 
apps, but you can always find it at 
peacebewithyou.podbean.com  (or just scan the QR 
code). 

https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/peacebewithyou.podbean.com
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER? 
 

The first step to becoming a member of our congregation is to speak with our 
pastor. 
 

We believe, teach, and confess that we are all broken sinners in need of God’s 
salvation, which He freely gives through His Word and Sacrament. Church is not 
a club for the sinless– it’s a hospital for sinners! 
 

You may become a member of Epiphany Lutheran Church by transferring your 
membership from a sister congregation of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) or you may receive instruction from the pastor and become a 
communicant member of Epiphany and the LCMS through Adult Instruction 
Class or through a profession of faith. 
 

 

Epiphany Events Calendar: Our congregation calendar is on our website 
(epiphanybastrop.org); to add an event, please email secretary@epiphanybastrop.org. 
 

 

Offering: Should you wish to make your regular tithe or offering 
online, you may do so at https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
ZKYH/home or scan this QR code. 
 
 

 

10am Adult Sunday School: Join us for God Speaks, a look at the four key 
ways Scripture shapes us, as outlined in 2 Timothy 3:16–17—through teaching, 
rebuking, correcting (next Sunday), and training in righteousness.  
 

 

Voter’s Meeting: Our final regular Voter’s Meeting of the year will be held on 
Sunday, December 14th after the service.  At this time, the two agenda items 
for this meeting are 1) electing officers and 2) approving our 2026 budget. 
Please make plans to attend! 
 

 

Advent Midweek Gatherings – Join us for three Advent Wednesday evening 
gatherings at our new property (124 Three Oaks Ln) at 6:30pm for light dinner 
fare and an Advent video study on Dec. 3, 10, and 17.  
 

 

Thursday 6pm Advent/Christmas Zoom video study: Join us for the 2nd 
session of  Things They Didn't Teach Me In Sunday School on December 4! 
Register: bit.ly/ELC-ChristmasThings 
 

 

 

https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/epiphanybastrop.org
mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZKYH/home
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZKYH/home
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0rE9TSGmTyimEJ2QGKJE8A
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The Real St. Nick: Leader, Legend or Lie is the title and the topic of the 
next one-hour, one-time FLASH STUDY on Zoom on Monday, December 8, at 
6pm. Join us for a closer look at the man who, next to Jesus Christ, is the most 
visible figure during the holidays, St. Nicholas (or Santa Claus as we know him in 
Western culture). Register now: bit.ly/ELC-StNick 
 

 

Epiphany Sisters of the Light: We are taking a break from meeting during 
Advent and the Christmas season. Join us at 6pm on Tuesday, January 13 for a 
discussion of Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World by Joanna Weaver. We 
will share a light supper, fellowship, prayer, and key takeaways from the book. 
Plenty of time to start reading! Need a book? Contact Carole at (817) 614-3916. 
 

 

Lutheran Radio: Hear The Lutheran Hour each Sunday on station KBUK-FM 
104.9 at 7:00 a.m. or on station KANJ-FM 91.5 at 12:30 p.m. or go to lhm.org 
for a link to listen to the Lutheran Hour live.  You can also listen to The Lutheran 
Hour on the local Austin station KLBJ (590 AM or 99.7 FM) at 7am on Sunday. 
 

 

KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod,  
shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services,  
Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find 
programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us 
on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
 

 

RightNow Media: Every person in our Epiphany family has (and can 
share) free access to over 25,000 biblical video series for adults, youth, 
and kids—RightNow Media has a free app that’s available on all 
major streaming devices so you and your family can access content 
anywhere, anytime. Visit app.rightnowmedia.org/join/elcb or 
scan the QR code. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers to Sermon Notes: 

1. Jesus’ ascension to heaven will leave all believers to struggle in the Not Yet, not knowing when this second Advent will take place. 

2. The Bible does not teach a doctrine of reprobation; that is, an election of wrath for those who are lost. 

3. Jerusalem’s blindness to God’s visitation is taking place right before their very eyes; God is meeting Man at the Cross.   

4. Luther contended that whoever wants to find God must seek the way of the Divine from below—that is, starting with the baby Jesus. 

5. Jesus came to save a world that still mocks him as he hangs on the Cross, slowly dying a sinner’s death. 

6. At the Cross, God meets man—not from afar, not in theory, but in flesh and blood. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/32Y-3jlQRTavi5mR7sq3ZA#/registration
https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/lhm.org
https://www.kfuo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/KFUOradio
https://twitter.com/KfuoRadio
https://www.instagram.com/kfuoradio/
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THIS WEEK AT EPIPHANY: 
 

Sunday, November 23rd   

• 10:00am – Children’s Sunday School (Fellowship Area)  

• 10:00am – Adult Sunday School (Sanctuary) 

• 11:00am – Fellowship / Coffee Time 

• 11:30am – Worship Service with Communion 
 

Sunday, November 30th  

• 10:00am – Children’s Sunday School (Fellowship Area)  

• 10:00am – Adult Sunday School (Sanctuary) 

• 11:00am – Fellowship / Coffee Time 

• 11:30am – Worship Service with Communion 
 

 

The First Annual Epiphany Lutheran Church Spend the Year in 
Scripture Challenge reading schedule through next Sunday: 

• Day 328 - Mon 11/24: Romans 1-4 

• Day 329 - Tue 11/25: Romans 5-7 

• Day 330 - Wed 11/26: Romans 8-10 

• Day 331 - Thu 11/27: Romans 11-13 

• Day 332 - Fri 11/28: Romans 14-16 

• Day 333 - Sat 11/29: 1 Corinthians 1-4 

• Day 334 - Sun 11/30: 1 Corinthians 5-8 
 

 

PRAYERS AT EPIPHANY 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   Please share any prayer request on the Prayer Requests 
sheet as you enter on Sunday. You may also email a prayer request, as well as a 
request to become a part of Epiphany’s prayer chain, to 
secretary@epiphanybastrop.org. 
 

Please continue to pray for… 
 

• Jana Inglehart – Missionary in the Dominican Republic 

• Kerrie Cabrera – Rosie’s Sister 

• Linda Osborn – Rosie’s Neighbor 

• Carl Guetersloh – Deana’s Father 

• Family and Friends of Brian Mason 

 

 

mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org
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                The ‘Green Wood’ of Luke 23:31 

In Luke 23:31, as Jesus is being led to the place of his crucifixion, he turns to the “daughters 

of Jerusalem who are weeping for him and speaks a proverb that sounds mysterious at first 

hearing: “For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is 

dry?” It is a moment when Jesus, shoulders burning beneath the weight of the crossbeam, 

blood drying on his torn back, chooses not to receive sympathy but to give a warning filled with both love 

and truth. Even as he walks toward his own death, his concern is not for himself but for those who do not yet 

understand what his suffering means—or what awaits those who reject him. 

Green wood does not burn easily. It is living, moist, resistant to flame. Dry wood, by contrast, burns quickly 

and fiercely; it is already dead and ready for fire. Jesus uses this familiar contrast to make a point about 

innocence and judgment. If such cruelty and injustice are being poured out on him—he who is the very 

“green wood,” the Righteous One, without sin—then what will judgment look like for those who are “dry,” 

hardened by unbelief, and spiritually dead? In other words, if Rome and the leaders of Jerusalem are willing 

to do this to the innocent Messiah, how much more severe will the consequences be for the guilty nation 

that refuses God’s visitation? 

Jesus had already warned about this coming catastrophe. Earlier in Luke’s Gospel, he lamented over 

Jerusalem, saying that the city did not know the time of its visitation. Within a generation, Jerusalem would 

be encircled by Roman armies, torn apart, burned, and left desolate. The “dry wood” of the nation would 

indeed be consumed. This is not mere historical detail; it is a sobering testimony to the truth of Jesus’ words 

and the seriousness of rejecting the One who comes in mercy. 

Yet Jesus’ proverb is not only about Jerusalem. It is spoken into the air between Calvary and today, between 

the suffering Savior and every human heart that must reckon with him. His words reach forward to us, asking 

us to consider the weight of what is happening on that hill: if the Holy One is suffering judgment, what does 

this mean for the unholy? If the innocent One dies, what becomes of the guilty? And most importantly, why 

does the innocent One choose to die in the place of the guilty at all? 

Here we are led straight to the heart of the gospel. Jesus, the green wood, does not burn. Though the fire of 

judgment falls on him, it does not consume him; instead, he absorbs it. He takes into himself the flames that 

should have burned us. The wrath that should have fallen on the dry wood of sinful humanity is taken up by 

the One who alone can withstand it. He becomes our substitute, our shelter, our Savior. 

And this is why Jesus can warn the women without despair. He knows that his suffering is not tragedy but 

triumph. He knows that the judgment he bears is the very judgment that will spare all who turn to him in 

repentance and faith. His warning is also an invitation: Do not wait for the dry season. Do not trust in 

yourselves. Do not overlook the God who meets you on his way to the Cross. Weep for yourselves, yes—but 

then look to the One who bears your sorrow, your sin, and your death. 

For if the innocent One suffered willingly to save the guilty, then there is salvation for every sinner who calls 

on his name. The judgment that consumes the dry wood has already been borne by Jesus, so that what 

remains for you is forgiveness, refuge, and life. And so even as we hear his warning, we also hear his 

promise: the fire has fallen, the sacrifice has been offered, and the Savior who walked toward Golgotha now 

walks with His people until the day He returns in glory. 


