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WELCOME TO EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
“How lovely is Your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!” 
(Psalm 84:1) We are thankful that God has brought you 
here with us this morning to hear His Word and receive 
His gifts! You’ll find everything you need for the 
worship service in this bulletin and in Lutheran Service 
Book, our hymnal. If you have any questions about our 
worship service, our congregation, or what we believe, 
please ask our pastor or any of our members.  
 

 

OUR COMMUNION POLICY: 
Our presence at the Lord’s Supper is to be a sign of our unity in Christ. Lutherans 
believe Scripture clearly teaches this sacrament is for those who trust that Jesus 
Christ is their Savior, are repentant for their sins, desire to lead a God pleasing life, 
and confess that, in, with, and under the bread and wine, Jesus Christ is truly 
physically present for the forgiveness of sins. And since 1 Corinthians warns that 
we can take the Sacrament to our condemnation if ill-prepared, we kindly ask any 
guests desiring to commune with us to speak with our pastor or one of our Elders 
before the service. 
 

 

SERVANTS DURING WORSHIP THIS MORNING: 
Pastor – Rev. E. B. Holschuh 

Musician – Mark McClain 
Lay Reader – Dave Layland 

Assisting Elder – Alex Monroe 
Usher – Rosie Cabrera 

Acolyte – Calvin Monroe 
 

 

AS WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING: 
 

Jesus Turns Sorrow into Joy 
On earth “you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy” (John 
16:20). Already the Spirit grants you peace and joy through the forgiveness of 
your sins. For by the cross of Christ, “God has granted repentance that leads to 
life” (Acts 11:18). His Gospel is “a message by which you will be saved, you and 
all your household” (Acts 11:14). He gives freely “from the spring of the water of 
life” (Rev. 21:6), “and death shall be no more” (Rev. 21:4). He dwells with His 
people, adorning His Church as a bride for her husband, “making all things new” 
(Rev. 21:5). Therefore, as the Son of Man is glorified by His cross, “and God is 
glorified in him” (John 13:31), so He is glorified in us by our “love for one 
another” (John 13:35), which His Spirit works in us by His grace. 
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DIVINE SERVICE 
SETTING FOUR  

 
Prelude  Selected Music 
 
Welcome and Greeting  Pastor 
 
Announcements 
 
Opening Hymn        “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LSB 465 
 
(stand) 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Ps. 130:3-4 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.  [Luke 18:13] 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen.  [John 20:19-23] 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
  
Introit  Psalm 98:2-6 

 

P The LORD has made known his salvation; 
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

C He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the 
house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

C Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

P With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Kyrie  Mark 10:47 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis  Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we 
may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that 
among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true 
joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
(sit) 
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First Reading  Acts 11:1-18 
 
 1Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that 
the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3“You went to 
uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4But Peter began and explained it to 
them in order: 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, 
something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four 
corners, and it came down to me. 6Looking at it closely, I observed animals and 
beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or 
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But the voice answered a second time from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10This happened three 
times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11And behold, at that very moment 
three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from 
Caesarea. 12And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These 
six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13And he told 
us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon who is called Peter; 14he will declare to you a message by which you 
will be saved, you and all your household.’ 15As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 
fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s 
way?” 18When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, 
saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Reading  Revelation 21:1-7 
 
 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
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be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 
 5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” 6And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of 
life without payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be 
his God and he will be my son.” 
 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(stand) 
 
Alleluia and Verse 
 

 

 

 
  John 20:31 

 
 
Holy Gospel Reading  John 13:31-35 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 
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C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
               31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and 
God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself, and glorify him at once. 33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. 
You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I 
am going you cannot come.’ 34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(sit) 
 
Hymn of the Day          “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” LSB 633 
 
Sermon “All people will know that you   John 13:31-35 
 are my followers if…” 
 
(stand) 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
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     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and  
     the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  
     glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

                and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
(sit) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy 

C hear our prayer. 
Offering  Usher 
 
(stand) 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Preface   

 

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord.  [Colossians 3:1 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. [Psalm 136] 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us 
and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by 
His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary 
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 

  
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has 
redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has 
delivered us into new life in Him. 

 
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body 
given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation 
until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. 

  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 

 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 
  Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 



12 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini  John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei  John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 
(sit) 
 
Distribution Hymn           “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602 
 
(stand) 
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Nunc Dimittis  Luke 2:29-32 
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Post-Communion Collect  
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction 
 

P Let us bless the Lord.  [Psalm 103:1] 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 

C Amen. 
 
(sit) 
 
Closing Hymn        “In Thee Is Gladness” LSB 818 

 

P Go in Peace!   

C Serve the Lord! 
 
Postlude  Selected Music 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initial and ongoing funding for Epiphany Lutheran Church has been received through a grant made 
possible by the Roy D. and Ingaborg G. Randolph Memorial Endowment Fund. 
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SERMON NOTES: John 13:31-35 
 

“All people will know that you are my followers if…” 
 

1. “Just as I have ____________________ you, you 

____________________ are to ____________________ one another.” 

(John 13:34b) 

2. Jesus is the revealed ____________________ of God, the place where 

____________________ and ____________________ meet. 

3. The chief characteristic of ____________________ revealed in 

____________________ is His ____________________. 

4. Jesus’ ____________________ is the ultimate 

____________________ of God’s ____________________. 

5. Only by seeing the ____________________ shared among 

____________________ will people recognize them as Jesus’ 

____________________. 

6. To truly ____________________ another, we must pursue a 

____________________ of servanthood and ____________________. 
 
 

 

PRAYERS AT EPIPHANY 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   Please share any prayer request on the Prayer Requests 
sheet as you enter on Sunday. You may also email a prayer request, as well as a 
request to become a part of Epiphany’s prayer chain, to 
secretary@epiphanybastrop.org. 
 

Please continue to pray for… 
 

• Rev. James and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf – missionaries in Puerto 
Rico 

• The Family and Friends of Robert Coleman – Sandy Giro’s cousin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER? 
 

The first step to becoming a member of our congregation is to speak with our 
pastor. 
 

We believe, teach, and confess that we are all broken sinners in need of God’s 
salvation, which He freely gives through His Word and Sacrament. Church is not 
a club for the sinless– it’s a hospital for sinners! 
 

You may become a member of Epiphany Lutheran Church by transferring your 
membership from a sister congregation of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) or you may receive instruction from the pastor and become a 
communicant member of Epiphany and the LCMS through Adult Instruction 
Class or through a profession of faith. 
 

 

 

Epiphany Lutheran Church has a podcast! Our 
Peace Be With You podcast is available on 
popular podcast apps, but you can always find it 
at peacebewithyou.podbean.com  (or just scan 
the QR code). 

 

 

Epiphany Events Calendar: Our congregation calendar is on our website 
(epiphanybastrop.org); to add an event, please email secretary@epiphanybastrop.org. 
 

 

Offering: Should you wish to make your regular tithe or offering 
online, you may do so at https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
ZKYH/home or scan this QR code. 
 
 
 

 

Pastor-gram: Pastor E.B. sends out a weekly Pastor-gram email with info and 
reminders (and some other stuff...). If you aren’t getting them and would like to, 
email pastor@epiphanybastrop.org (please include your name). 
 

 

Make Every Day Count devotional gathering at Argent Court Assisted Living 
in Bastrop meets twice a month at 3pm on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays.  
 

 

Adult Sunday School: Join us at 10am for Drive Thru History as we explore 
the lives of the very first Christians in Acts to Revelation. 
 

 

 

https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/peacebewithyou.podbean.com
https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/epiphanybastrop.org
mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZKYH/home
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZKYH/home
mailto:pastor@epiphanybastrop.org
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Tuesday 6:30pm Bible Study Opportunity at SDA: Join Pastor E.B. 
for How We Got The Bible, a 5-session video study featuring the late Dr. Paul 
L. Maier, in the SDA sanctuary beginning April 29. As God's written Word, the 66 
books of the Old and New Testaments are the source of His revelation to man. 
We’ll look at the production, collection, transmission, and preservation of these 
marvelous works. PLEASE register if you plan to attend: bit.ly/ELC-HowBible 
 

 

Giants. Talking Snakes. Nephilim. Lake of Fire. Plagues. On the surface, 
it appears that the Old Testament is filled with some weird stuff, but what if you 
were told that the point isn't the "weird"? Join us in June for a new Thursday 
6pm Zoom video study! Weird Stuff: Old Testament, a six-session series 
hosted by Dr. Jeff Voth and Hebrew scholar, Dr. Nathan French. Begins 6/12. 
Register: bit.ly/ELC-WeirdOT1 
 

 

Looking for a unique volunteer/fellowship opportunity? Lutheran 
Braille Workers Ministry Production Center 163 is located at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Giddings. They currently have 8 teams of 7-8 members that 
meet at various days and times, once a month for 1-2 hours (there are teams that 
meet in the mornings usually at 9-11am or 9:30-11:30am on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
or Thursdays, and  two evening groups that meet at 5-7pm or 6-8pm). They’re 
always in need of workers and no Braille skills are needed. If you’re interested in 
volunteering, call Shirley Alexander at (979) 540-6800 or speak with Rosie 
Cabrera. 
 

 

The First Annual Epiphany Lutheran Church Spend the Year in 
Scripture Challenge reading schedule through next Sunday: 

• Day 139 - Mon 5/19: 2 Chronicles 32-34, Psalm 139 

• Day 140 - Tue 5/20: 2 Chronicles 35-36, Psalm 140 

• Day 141 - Wed 5/21: Ezra 1-3, Psalm 141 

• Day 142 - Thu 5/22: Ezra 4-7, Psalm 142 

• Day 143 - Fri 5/23: Ezra 8-10, Psalm 143 

• Day 144 - Sat 5/24: Nehemiah 1-3, Psalm 144 

• Day 145 - Sun 5/25: Nehemiah 4-6, Psalm 145 

 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/ELC-HowBible
http://bit.ly/ELC-WeirdOT1
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Lutheran Radio: Hear The Lutheran Hour each Sunday on station KBUK-FM 
104.9 at 7:00 a.m. or on station KANJ-FM 91.5 at 12:30 p.m. or go to lhm.org 
for a link to listen to the Lutheran Hour live.  You can also listen to The Lutheran 
Hour on the local Austin station KLBJ (590 AM or 99.7 FM) at 7am on Sunday. 
KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod,  
shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services,  
Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find 
programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us 
on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
 

 

RightNow Media: Every person in our Epiphany family has (and can 
share) free access to over 25,000 biblical video series for adults, youth, 
and kids—RightNow Media has a free app that’s available on all major 
streaming devices so you and your family can access content anywhere, 
anytime. Visit app.rightnowmedia.org/join/elcb or scan the QR 
code. 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT EPIPHANY: 
 

Sunday, May 18th 

• 10:00am – Children’s Sunday School (Fellowship Area)  

• 10:00am – Adult Sunday School (Sanctuary) 

• 11:00am – Fellowship / Coffee Time 

• 11:30am – Worship Service with Communion 
 

Tuesday, May 20th 

• 3:00pm – Devotional at Argent Court 

• 6:30pm – Bible Study: How We Got the Bible – at SDA campus 
 

Sunday, May 25th 

• 10:00am – Children’s Sunday School (Fellowship Area)  

• 10:00am – Adult Sunday School (Sanctuary) 

• 11:00am – Fellowship / Coffee Time 

• 11:30am – Worship Service with Communion 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Answers to Sermon Notes: 

1. “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” (John 13:34b) 

2. Jesus is the revealed Word of God, the place where Heaven and Earth meet. 

3. The chief characteristic of God revealed in Jesus is His love. 

4. Jesus’ death is the ultimate expression of God’s love. 

5. Only by seeing the love shared among believers will people recognize them as Jesus’ followers. 

6. To truly love another, we must pursue a life of servanthood and sacrifice. 

 

https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/lhm.org
https://www.kfuo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/KFUOradio
https://twitter.com/KfuoRadio
https://www.instagram.com/kfuoradio/
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                           The Faith of Noah 

Faith means being sure of the things we hope for. And faith means knowing that 

something is real even if we do not see it. Anyone who comes to God must believe 

that he is real and that he rewards those who truly want to find him. It was by faith 

Noah heard God’s warnings about things that he could not yet see. He obeyed God 

and built a large boat to save his family. By his faith, Noah showed that the world was wrong. And 

he became one of those who are made right with God through faith. (Hebrews 11:1,6-7 

International Children’s Bible) 

 

The words of Holy Scripture should not be treated carelessly. For since they are 

the words of the Spirit, they are necessarily full of weight and majesty. Therefore 

since He commends to us the faith of the fathers, we must understand that this 

faith is completely perfect in every way, that is, has been exercised in all trials, so 

that it became worthy of being described with such great glory as an example for 

the whole church. In the first place, therefore, the glory of the faith of Noah was 

such that he believed and stood firm for 100 years, whereas one finds some do 

not believe for even a moment.… 

 

The second reason is that Noah preached this faith so forcefully and was not 

listened to. For that he preached is certain from 2 Peter 2:5. Peter calls him “a 

preacher of righteousness”; and for this reason Noah felt that the more he was 

tried and tormented, the less he was heard. Moreover, the outcome, namely, that 

all perished in the Flood, proves that he was not listened to. For if they had 

believed, they would not have perished. Therefore their greatest sin was unbelief, 

just as Noah’s righteousness was supreme faith. Consequently, the apostle also 

praises him very highly not so much because he constructed an ark but because 

he “constructed an ark in faith” by expressly adding faith as the sum and 

substance of the work. Furthermore, the apostle praises him because he 

condemned the world through faith, not through any good work, as if he were 

saying with the greatest clarity that no sin they had committed was as great as 

their refusal to believe Noah when he preached.… 

 

In the third place, now those things are prone to follow that usually follow when 

there are unbelieving listeners and believing teachers, namely, outcroppings of 

mocking and slander, of blasphemy, contempt, and disgrace, especially since the 
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delaying of the threatened evil increased the courage of those people but 

assailed the faith of this man with completely manifest evidence. As often as he 

was condemned as a fool, as a liar, as a babbler, not only by one person but by 

all—especially because he, relying only on his own understanding contrary to the 

understanding of all, constantly busied himself with the construction of the ark—

so often he saw, heard, and experienced above all the Word of God alone and 

constantly and persistently preferred it. For St. Peter also commends God’s 

patience highly when he says (1 Peter 3:20) that in the days of Noah this patience 

with believers and unbelievers was waited for. But that the people were like this 

can be understood from those words in Luke 17:26–27, where Christ says: “As it 

was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. They ate, they 

drank, they married, they were given in marriage, until the day when Noah 

entered the ark, and the Flood came and destroyed them all.” With these words 

He shows that the faith of this one man was vehemently assailed by means of the 

morals of the whole world. And scarcely any battle is greater than this one, since 

it is regarded as the height of folly to think that only one man among all, yes, in 

opposition to all, is wise. Therefore the faith of Noah was not that “quiet quality 

of the soul” (as we are wont to dream about faith) but the life of the heart, “as a 

lily among thorns” (Song of Solomon 2:2), like Jerusalem in the midst of the 

heathen.  
[Excerpt from Luther’s Works, Volume 29: Lectures on Titus, Philemon, and Hebrews] 

 


