The First Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 311 2023
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WELCOME TO EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH!

“How lovely is Your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!” (Psalm 84:1) We are
thankful that God has brought you here with us this morning to hear His Word
and receive His gifts! You'll find everything you need for the worship service in
this bulletin and in Lutheran Service Book, our hymnal. If you have any
questions about our worship service, our congregation, or what we believe, please
ask our pastor or any of our members.

AS WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

The Lord Jesus Comes in Meekness and Humility to Save Us

Although we pray that God “would rend the heavens and come down” (Is. 64:1),
that He would take vengeance against our enemies, we ourselves “have all
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted
garment” (Is. 64:6). We have continued in our sins for “a long time, and shall we
be saved?” (Is. 64:5). Yet, the Lord does not punish us in anger. He comes in
voluntary meekness and humility to save us by His grace. Just as He once came
into Jerusalem to sacrifice Himself for us upon the cross (Mark 11:4—8), He still
comes to His Church with the fruits of His Passion. By His ministry of the Gospel,
we are “enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge,” and so He will “sustain
you to the end” (1 Cor. 1:5, 8). Although “heaven and earth will pass away,” His
words “will not pass away” (Mark 13:31). As He sends disciples to call us to
Himself in the fellowship of His Church, so will He “send out the angels” to
gather us and all of His elect “from the ends of the earth” to Himself in heaven
forever (Mark 13:27).

SERVANTS DURING WORSHIP THIS MORNING:

Pastor — Rev. Carl Roth
Musician — Susan Michael



DIVINE SERVICE

SETTING THREE
WITH COMMUNION
Prelude Selected Music
Welcome and Greeting
Opening Hymn “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” LSB 334

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The sign of the cross "I+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)

(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to

grant us forgiveness.
(Hebrews 10:22)

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
(P] Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.



(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins

in the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(John 20:19-23)

Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD

Introit Read Together
Psalm 25:1-3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt.

Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.
To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P Let us pray.

(P) Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
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2 Timothy 4:22



Old Testament Reading

10h that you would rend the heavens and come down,

that the mountains might quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood

and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,

and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for,

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From of old no one has heard

or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you,

who acts for those who wait for him.
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,

those who remember you in your ways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?
6We have all become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls upon your name,

who rouses himself to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,

and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;

we are all the work of your hand.
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD,

and remember not iniquity forever.

Behold, please look, we are all your people.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 64:1-9



Psalm Read Together
Psalm 80:1-7; antiphon: v. 7

7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.

2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
stir up your might
and come to save us!

3Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

40 LORD God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?

5You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.

6You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.

7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!



Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4] give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all
speech and all knowledge—¢even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed
among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia
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Holy Gospel Reading Mark 11:1-10

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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'When they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village in
front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no
one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing
this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.”” 4And
they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they
untied it. 5And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing,
untying the colt?” 6And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them
go. 7And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on
it. 8And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches
that they had cut from the fields. 9And those who went before and those who



followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! 1oBlessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the
highest!”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and



glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332
Sermon Rev. Carl Roth
Offertory Psalm 51:10-12
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(Please sign the attendance books as they are passed.)




Prayer of the Church

(P) Lord, in Your mercy
hear our prayer.

Important Information about Holy Communion Today

Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion, in which our Lord Jesus
Christ gives His true body and blood under the bread and wine for us Christians
to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. This Sacrament is also a confession of
the unity in faith, doctrine, and practice of those who receive it together.

If you are a confirmed member in good standing of Epiphany Lutheran Church or
another congregation of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we welcome you
to commune with us today. However, if this is not the case, we ask that you
refrain from communing today. If you have questions, please speak to the

pastor. He would be happy to meet with you to talk about the blessings of church
membership and arrange for you to be a part of our instruction leading toward
reception of Holy Communion at Epiphany.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface
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2 Timothy 4:22

@ Lift up your hearts. (Colossians 3:1)



I? | | ' A L ;

1 | I | ] I I
| [T | |

B e e — o° " g o z

ry; |
O

We lift them wup un - to the Lord.
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@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God. (Psalm 136)
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It is meet and right so to do.

(P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming
Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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bless-ed is He, bless - edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

(P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini John 20:19
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Distribution Hymn  “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” LSB 508



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32

0y [ [

[
——

c@sﬁ
)
)

Lord, now  lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
=
g O z 1

cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,

o

- =

O
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,

4o
dﬂ-l:

”. el ) I —
~._19 2 ~— &
a light to light-en the Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of Thy

o
ﬂt;l:

N 8 ]
ﬁ_‘ L F 0 - ! !
peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo-ry be to the Father and
o -
i | . - - L IIJI

to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,

c@si& 3
==

———
o =—r —
isnow,and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men.
Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1

’L ' 1 1 1
™ Y -_g_._ﬂ_
W ! ! T
e

@A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,



g gu.
FL L I
m | Y
ANIY vt L

S —T

L 1HHA

-

and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

(P) Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Thanks be to God.



Benediction Number 6:24-26
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Closing Hymn “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” LSB 336
Announcements
Postlude Selected Music

Initial and ongoing funding for Epiphany Lutheran Church has been received through a grant made
possible by the Roy D. and Ingaborg G. Randolph Memorial Endowment Fund.



PRAYERS AT EPIPHANY

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: Please share any prayer requests that need to
be added to this list by sending an email to secretary@epiphanybastrop.org.
If you have confidential prayer requests for the pastors to know about, please
send an email to pastor@epiphanybastrop.org.

e Kathy Achterberg e Tonya Hettler

e Richard Giro e Deebo and Norma Kunze
e David Goeke e Karen McDougall

e Nellie Gonzalez e Dr. Charles Wukasch

e Tonya Hettler

MISSIONARIES:

Barbara Rebentisch (Asia, Taiwan) — Pray for Barbara as she
serves in Taiwan. Ask God to give her good health as she embarks on
this journey. Pray that she has clear thinking and clear expression in
all that she communicates. Ask God to generously provide for the
financial aspects of her mission work so that she can accomplish all
that has been set forth for her to do in Taiwan. Let us give thanks to
God that Barbara is serving His children in this part of the world.

The Ramirez Family (Latin America and Caribbean,
Dominican Republic) — Pray for the Ramirez family as they serve in
Peru. Please pray for their transition and integration into the mission
team and ministry in Lima, as well as for the new deaconess students
and the continued work of the seminary. Ask that the Lord would bless
the people of Lima and guide mission efforts to point them always to
Christ’s love and sacrifice for them. Let us give thanks for the Ramirez
family’s service to God’s children in Peru.

The Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church - Pray for Bishop
Lytkin and the pastors who serve in what is one of the poorest regions
of Russia as they raise monetary support for its congregations and
pastors, as well as its seminary, which is one of only two remaining
Lutheran seminaries (out of eleven founded after the fall of the Soviet
Union) in all of Russia.


mailto:secretary@epiphanybastrop.org
mailto:pastor@epiphanybastrop.org

THIS WEEK AT EPIPHANY:

Sunday, December 374 — First Sunday in Advent
e 10:00am — Bible Class
e 10:00am — Sunday School
e 11:00am — Fellowship / Coffee Time
e 11:30am — Worship Service with Communion

Wednesday, December 6t — First Advent Midweek Service
e 6:00pm at Mt. Calvary in La Grange with Pastor Kaspar

Sunday, December 10t — Second Sunday in Advent
e 10:00am — Bible Class
e 10:00am — Sunday School
e 11:00am — Fellowship / Coffee Time
e 11:30am — Worship Service with Communion

Lutheran Hour: Next Sunday, December 10t — “A-T Walker” — Lutheran Hour
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. A wilderness can be scary, but if someone is
with you who knows the way out, you're not really lost. (Isaiah 40:3)

Hear The Lutheran Hour each Sunday on station KBUK-FM 104.9 at 7:00 a.m. or
on station KANJ-FM 91.5 at 12:30 p.m. or go to lhm.org for a link to listen to
the Lutheran Hour live.

KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod,
shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUQ.org via worship services,
Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find
programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us
on social: @ KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Advent music begins this week,
and the 12 Days of Christmas runs December 24 — January 6. Study 1 Corinthians
10-11 on Sharper Iron (hosted by Pastor Timothy Appel weekdays at 8:00 a.m.
CT), study Micah 3-7 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and
Melancthon’s Greeting to the Apology of the Augsburg Confession on Concord
Matters (12/9 at 10:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at
kfuo.org or the KFUO Radio app!



https://stmichaelswinchester-my.sharepoint.com/personal/secretary_stmichaelswinchester_org/Documents/_All%20Files/Epiphany%20Bastrop/Worship%20Bulletins/lhm.org
https://www.kfuo.org/
http://www.facebook.com/KFUOradio
https://twitter.com/KfuoRadio
https://www.instagram.com/kfuoradio/
https://www.kfuo.org/

Sanctity of Life: We are created, preserved, and protected by our Father.
Christ Jesus died and rose to redeem every life and the Holy Spirit strengthens us
to love every life as someone for whom Christ died. Viewing life as valuable
shapes our worldview and guides Christians to uphold the lives of the vulnerable.
Christians are faced with issues of abortion, euthanasia, and physician assisted
suicide. We come to these and other issues with a theology of life — life for all. As
the Body of Christ, we seek to preserve every life created by God and value every
life, whether the world sees them as valuable or not. The value given to life comes
not from the world, but from the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of the world,
our Holy and gracious God. Resources have been created to aid in education of
congregations and institutions, advocacy for those vulnerable to loss of life, and
service to all God’s created people: https://makingdisciples-
resources.lecms.org/sanctity-of-life-issues/#resources.

&
e Lutheran ot

These days, conducting class at the Lutheran Seminary in Novosibirsk, Siberia, is
sometimes difficult as professors turn to online means to provide pastoral
instruction to students, especially those close to the conflict in Ukraine and those
who are seeking instruction in countries surrounding Russia. Please continue to
pray for the seminary and the Save the Seminary Campaign efforts. Your prayers
mean so much, and your financial support is a genuine encouragement for the
campaign team as we continue to build an endowment for the seminary. Learn
more on our website, savetheseminary.org.

Please make your contribution at: savetheseminary.org, or use this QR Code.



https://makingdisciples-resources.lcms.org/sanctity-of-life-issues/#resources
https://makingdisciples-resources.lcms.org/sanctity-of-life-issues/#resources
https://siberianlutheranmissions.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3d74dba3a5e5ab1f3250badc2&id=23fda540e5&e=3c9a7e204b

FAITH LUTHERAN

HIGH SCHOOL OF CENTRAL TEXAS

N

“Faith at Christmas” Program

FLHS students will present a Christmas concert, “Faith at Christmas,” on
Tuesday, December 12th at 7:00 pm at FLHS. Program will include a collection
of choir pieces, handbell pieces, hymns, scripture readings and more.
Refreshments will be served following the program. Please join us!!!

*This event will also be live streamed on Facebook, for those who would prefer to
view the sounds of Christmas from home.

Shadow Days

Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a
day and experience what FLHS is all about. Parents, call us at (979) 242-2889
today to set up a shadow day for your child.

Athletics

The basketball season is in full swing. The Falcons debuted our first ever
cheerleading squad on Thursday, November 16th as we played Austin Classical in
the McDade Tournament. The Falcon squad was victorious, and won our first
ever basketball game in school history. We also introduced “Marty the Falcon" as
our official mascot.

Our next game will be Monday, December 4th at McDade High School at 7pm.
Come join the cheerleaders and cheer on the falcons to victory!

Raffle Items

The Spring Raffle is just around the corner. The Board of Directors is currently
looking for valuable items or monetary donations to be used in the raffle. Please
contact Nikki Kueck if you have something to donate! Thank you!

End of Year Giving

In Proverbs 2:6, God’s Word promises: "The LORD gives wisdom; from his
mouth comes knowledge and understanding." Faith Lutheran High School exists
to instill Christ’s wisdom in His Word to prepare faithful leaders for tomorrow.
Thank you for being a part of this mission through your prayers and financial
support. Please prayerfully consider how you can give to further Lutheran
education in our area. Matching funds are currently available to us from some
gracious private donors, so please help us take full advantage of this opportunity.
If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck at (979) 242-2889.
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Installation of Pastor Holschuh: We are excited to welcome Pastor
Holschuh to serve us here at Epiphany! His installation will take place at 1:00pm
at the Refectory in Bastrop on Saturday, January 6th. A light reception will
follow.

We will not have Midweek Advent, Christmas Eve (in the evening),
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve (in the evening), or New Year’s Day
services here at Epiphany. Below are those service times at the
congregations served by Pastors Roth, Hill, Beck, and Kaspar:

Grace, Elgin

e Advent Midweek (Wednesday) with Communion — 7:00pm
Sunday, December 17th — Children’s Program — 6:00pm
Christmas Eve — 6:00pm
Christmas Day with Communion — 9:00am
New Year’s Day with Communion — 9:00am

St. Michael’s, Winchester
e Advent Midweek (Wednesday) — 7:00pm
e Christmas Eve Children’s Service — 6:00pm
e Christmas Day — 9:00am
e New Year’s Eve with Communion — 7:00pm

Holy Cross, Warda
e Advent Midweek (Wednesday) — 10:30am (with FLHS) and 7:00pm
e Christmas Eve Children’s Service — 6:00pm
e Christmas Day with Communion — 9:00am
e New Year’s Eve with Communion — 6:30pm

Mount Calvary, La Grange — 6:00pm
Advent Midweek (Wednesday) — 6:00pm
Christmas Eve — 6:00pm

Christmas Day — 9:00am

New Year’s Eve — 6:00pm



