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a message from pastor appel
Dear Epiphany Family, 

Thank you for your prayers for me, for my family, for Faith Lutheran Church in Godfrey, IL, and for our 
congregation these past four weeks. These prayers, along with your words of encouragement, have 
been greatly appreciated. 

For my part, these four weeks have included both prayerful deliberation and reexamination of God’s 
Word concerning the vocations He has given me as husband, father, and pastor. In response, I have 
decided to accept the Divine Call to serve as pastor for Faith Lutheran Church in Godfrey. Certainly, the 
Lord has given me joy at this opportunity to continue to serve Him and His Church, and yet, the 
knowledge that I will be leaving you brings tears to my eyes. It has been an honor and a blessing to 
work alongside you for the sake of proclaiming the Gospel in Bastrop. Though I surely did not deserve 
it, God gave me this grace to my great joy and thankfulness. 

Though the timeline for our move is not certain at this point, I anticipate that this coming Sunday, 
October 2, will be my last with you. I ask for you continued prayers during this time of transition, and 
please know that you will be in my prayers as well. The Lord is faithful to His Church, and I have no 
doubt that your labor will not be in vain as you cast the nets of His Word in Bastrop! 

In Christ, Pastor Timothy Appel 

Dear Epiphany Family, 

While we are saddened by the loss of Pastor Appel and his family and all he has meant to the formation 
of Epiphany, we celebrate and praise God for the many gifts displayed in Pastor Appel’s life. We are 
confident in the Divine Call process and know Pastor and his family will be a blessing to their new 
congregation and community. 

Please do plan to attend this Sunday’s service as we bid farewell and pray for Pastor Appel and his 
family. We have some special gifts to present them from their Epiphany family. 

“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year 
there and trade and make a profit’ – yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life?  
For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “if the Lord 
wills, we will live and do this or that.”   Our lives are not our own. God leads and equips each of us to 
love him and serve our neighbor wherever that may be. 

God’s blessings and see you Sunday! 

Barb, Jeremy, Tom (Epiphany Board of Directors)



 

Rev.  Jason M. Kaspar

from the pastor’s desk                                                          
The Parsonage Is the Future, Not the Past 

  
“Pastors don’t want parsonages anymore.”   That was a colloquial refrain in churches around the close of the 
20th Century.  It may have been the case, to varying degrees, among the boom generation.  Conversely, Gen-
X and following have lived through less prosperous economic times.   Particularly, we’ve seen our churches 
struggling increasingly with less capability to meet budgets.  Dwindling church membership and attendance 
in Christian churches throughout the US, in various denominations, aren’t helping the issue either. 
  
This article does not seek to address causal issues of economic struggles, attendance, membership, or 
congregational vitality.   Those are topics for other men and other articles.   Here, I’m sticking to pragmatic 
realities of housing, savings, and retirement plans. 
  
Mentoring can be part of the problem here.  Pastors who are struggling with significant poor financial timing 
or choices aren’t quick to advise other men in the office.   Men who are recipients of dumb luck or unusually 
long calls can be quick to attribute the benefit of time in the housing market to their own wisdom rather than 
fortunate timing. 
  
Advice from within and outside the congregation may also pressure men to buy sooner than they ought.  
These pressures can take the form of the sociological, “You need to send a message to the people that you’re 
in it for the long haul by buying a house.”  They can be tribalistic, “Don’t you want to buy a home and become 
part of the community?”   The advice can ignore conflicting financial burdens, “You need to buy right away, 
while the market is [insert favorable condition here].”   These kinds of advice frequently outweigh and shout-
over calmer, slower advice. 
  
Stacking debt upon debt is always a bad idea.   Our grandparents understood this.   Somehow, we lost track 
of that wisdom.   Men serving as pastors frequently enter the office of the ministry with large piles of debt 
already.   “But the seminary is free…” Personally, I missed the “free” seminary days, which preceded and 
followed my time.  Regardless of that, undergrad degrees are not free.  Moving, renting, and maintaining our 
households on minimal budgets can cause other debt pressures. 
  
Consider this: what’s an ideal pastoral candidate?   The call committees on which I served prior to the 
seminary reflect some variation of this theme.  “We want a younger man with a few years under his belt in the 
pulpit.   We want a man with young children.   It really would be advantageous if his wife plays the organ, 
teaches, or is a deaconess.”   That’s certainly a great sounding candidate.   He and his family will be a great 
benefit to your congregation. 
  
Here are some pitfalls associated with that.  This family unit is an inherently high debt family.  Did they meet at 
a synodical university?   That’s debt.   Did he go directly to the seminary, getting married along the way?  
That’s debt.   Did they start their family in the seminary, as many do?   She wasn’t working while he 
attended.  That’s debt. 

The debt this ideal family has acquired isn’t evil or inherently bad.   It remains a preexisting debt pile that 
they’ll have to address for some years to come.   Home ownership can be a tremendous blessing for those 
without other significant debt.  But, it can also be an impoverishing curse to those for whom each expense of 
ownership is a financial crisis. 
  

(continued on page 8)
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Birthdays
Mary Appel - October 1 Kristin Appel - October 7

GRIEFSHARE is a nondenominational program featuring Christ-centered, biblical teachings 
focused on grief.  The participants can share as much or as little as they want. This group 
currently meets 6:00pm-8:00pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Giddings. Please contact 
Kathy Bartels at 512-461-5442 or  monniebartels@gmail.com with questions. Visit griefshare.org 
for more info!

A new Adult Sunday School is underway at Epiphany!  
Explore each week's Scripture readings with A Longer Look at the Lessons. This 
Bible study based on the lectionary in  Lutheran Service Book  provides 
information about the readings and their contexts. We’re excited to dive deeper 
together!

mailto:monniebartels@gmail.com
http://griefshare.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Bastrop’s fanciful, fantastic, fun—and even famous—annual Lost Pines Christmas Parade will 
light up the night skies as it makes its way down Main Street on Saturday, December 10th, 
6:00pm-8:00pm! Reach out to Tom Rosser if you would join Epiphany in developing a float and 
participating!

Prost! Faith Lutheran High School’s annual Oktoberfest will be 
Saturday, October 22 at the Holy Cross Lutheran Church picnic 
grounds. New this year will be The Battle of the Brew, a home-brew 
competition. Returning will be our traditional German meal, 
domino tournament, corn-hole tournament, music, kids’ games, 
and lots of fun!

Our friends at FLHS need our help! There are two students 
in immediate need of after-school pick-up on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Scheduling can be flexible. Reach out to Barb 
Hofmann if willing and able to answer this call to support 
FLHS and bless this Bastrop family!

The WLML of Holy Cross Lutheran Church invites everyone to the Post Oak Zone Fall Rally on 
Sunday, October 2! We’ll gather in the Holy Cross Fellowship Hall (600 FM 1482 in Giddings).  
The theme is “Here Am I! Send Me!” and will inspire attendees to stand up and answer God’s 
call! The featured guest speakers are Nikki Kueck, administrator at Faith Lutheran High School, 
and Epiphany’s own Barb Hofmann! Show your support and attend this fun event, which will 
start at 2:00pm, with registration opening at 1:30pm. 
Received funds will be divided between Faith Lutheran High School and Epiphany Lutheran 
Church.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Epiphany has agreed to partner with Jesus Door-2-
Door Ministry, an evangelism training and opportunity 
to reach people in Bastrop.  Pastor Tim Koch and his 
team of 15 will spend February 16- 20, 2023 with 
us. The “homebase” for our project will be the Hofmann 
home.  
We are expected to host the 15 team members. This 
means we will need host families to provide beds, 
bathrooms, breakfast, and transportation. We will also 
create some teams to provide lunches and dinners to 
the group. 

Please let Barb know how you might be able to serve in this ministry: 
• Hosting in your home 
• Providing meals 
• Providing transportation to daily event as well as airport transportation 
• Participation in the training on Friday morning 
• Participation in a canvassing team which will include three times each on Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday (or any combination you are available)

KFUO RADIO, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares worship services, 
Bible studies, podcasts, and sacred music for anyone, anytime, anywhere. Find these 
programs and more on-demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts. 
Follow @kfuoradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Today, even in the midst of war, the Lutheran seminary in Novosibirsk, Siberia is still working to 
prepare future pastors to carry the Gospel to the Russia, Ukraine, and beyond. While 
international sanctions create issues about how the Save the Seminary Campaign delivers 
financial support to the seminary, there is no talk of stopping this important work. 

  
Now more than ever, your gifts to the Save the Seminary Campaign are 
needed. Your pledge, a one-time gift, or remembering the seminary in your 
estate will help provide everlasting value to saving the seminary. Your gift 
matters – today and eternally. Learn more at savetheseminary.org.

http://savetheseminary.org/


  prayers of the people
• Kathy Achterberg – diagnosed in 2011, her Multiple Myeloma has returned, so she will be 

talking with her doctor about a treatment plan.  

• Pastor Appel and Family - God’s continued blessings and peace as they prepare for their 
upcoming move to Illinois.  Thanking God for the many gifts shared with the people of 
Central Texas through their family.  

• Sharon Birkelbach – recovering from hip surgery. 

• The family of Vivian Coleman - Sandy Giro’s aunt passed away last week, so we lift her 
family up and ask for prayers of healing, hope, and peace. 

• Faith Lutheran High School - prayers of conviction, inspiration, and perseverance for the 
teachers attending the Lutheran Educators Association National Convocation in 
Milwaukee, WI. 

• David Goeke 

• Nellie Gonzalez 

• Daniel, Katie, and Libby Hofmann - continued prayers of health for mom and baby. 

• Rev. Michael and Stacy Hofmann - continued prayers of health for mom and babies. 

• Deebo and Norma Kunze  

• David and Richard Sager - prayers for safe travels. 

• Gina Sanders - prayers for an upcoming surgery in October. 

• Dr. Charles Wukasch - we ask God to cover him with peace and grace as he deals with 
stage 4 prostate cancer.
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“They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of  
Jesus, and with his brothers.” 

Acts 1:14 

Please share any prayer requests which you would like added to this list by sending an email to 
secretary@epiphanybastrop.org.   

If you have confidential prayer requests for the pastors eyes only, please send an email to 
pastor@epiphanybastrop.org.



 

Rev.  Jason M. Kaspar

from the pastor’s desk                                                          

Back to our ideal guy, has he owned his home between two and three years?   Generally, that means he 
won’t lose any money trading into another home.   Pastors don’t choose their own calls.   When a call 
comes from a weak housing market to a strong one, he’s likely to suffer in the exchange.  What about the 
economic climate?   Have interest rates climbed recently?   In 2022, interest rates are climbing rapidly.  
That can be a poor time to buy or sell. 
  
Pastors are in an inherently unpredictable living situation.   Each pastor accepts a call intending to live 
out his days of service there and nowhere else.   When a call comes in, he now has two Divine calls and 
must prayerfully consider which is God’s intention for him.  The call process has an inborn risk of placing 
men into disadvantageous positions in housing markets at disadvantageous times. 
  
The colloquial late 20th Century wisdom will say, “but a home is a great investment.”   It can be a decent 
investment, for those who stay put, build equity, and move up only at advantageous times.   Actual 
investments, however, are better long-term solutions.   A pastor working, retiring debt, and saving will 
retire well.  My grandfather retired from a lifetime of base housing, followed by parsonages.  He bought 
his first home with cash. 
  
If you’re concerned about your pastor’s debt management and financial health, send him and his wife 
through Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University.   They are theologically equipped to navigate the 
pitfalls and errors of Dave’s religion.  The important part is his wisdom about money, budgeting, and the 
dangers of debt. 
  
The days may be coming when congregations without a parsonage will also sit without a pastor.   The 
parsonage is not just a benefit to your pastor.  It’s also a gift to the congregation’s future generations.  In 
desperate times, you will better be able to retain a pastor, because he and his family have housing.   In 
simpler times, he’ll be more able to save and prepare for the future. 
  
If your congregation has a parsonage, keep it.   Even if your pastor doesn’t live there, maintain it, and 
consider improving it.   The next man is likely to need it.   If y’all don’t have a parsonage, start working 
towards getting or building one.   It’s also worth preparing for a bigger family than you might expect.  
Bigger families are becoming common again among folks, who marry younger.   Your pastor will also 
have a tough time accepting a call to a congregation without a parsonage from your parsonage, or to an 
inadequate parsonage from an adequate one. 
  

For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” 
and, “The laborer deserves his wages. (1 Timothy 5:18) 


