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A Newsletter from Epiphany Lutheran Church: September 2, 2022

Rev.  Jason M. Kaspar

from the pastor’s desk                                                          
Why do some people bow and cross themselves in the Divine Service? 

You may have noticed throughout your own life, your travels, and even here at Mt. Calvary that some 
people make the sign of the cross on themselves at various points in the divine service.  
Now, that crotchety old German uncle who resides in back of every American Lutheran’s head may 
currently be screaming, “daß ist Katholisch!” (That’s Catholic). And, he was likely even more incensed last 
Sunday as we confessed the Athanasian Creed. That’s the one that identifies us and the Christian faith 
as “catholic” several times. 
We do differ with the church of Rome on several key points of Christian doctrine.  But, the use of words 
like mass or catholic are not among our differences. Those terms are not dirty words. We should not 
recoil from them like a vampire from sunlight. 
Ignoring Uncle Helmut for a moment, let’s first talk about when we do the things we do. Making the sign 
of the cross has a broad range of occurrences in the divine service.   If you have one handy, open your 
Lutheran Service Book to page 184, and follow along. 
The service opens with the invocation.  You’ll notice a rubric cross in the middle of “the Son.”  The pastor 
makes the sign of the cross there. Some pastors will do it towards the congregation. More frequently, 
you’ll see him cross himself, facing the altar. 
The next cross rubric is in the Absolution. The pastor will face the congregation to deliver the goods. He 
is doing the deed of forgiving sins as he is commanded to do. Again, the rubric cross stands right in the 
middle of “the Son.” 
Even disquieted Uncle Albrecht may have noticed by now that this crossing is somehow Trinitarian.  
Every time the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are uttered, someone is prob’ly making the sign.  
But why in the world would they do that? 
Baptism, it’s all about baptism. When God marked you as His own in Holy Baptism, you received the 
sign of the cross upon your forehead and upon your heart. He delivered the forgiveness of sins and 
faith to trust in His promise to you by His name, in that water, by His word, and through the Hand of the 
Christian who baptized you. 
We will also see folks crossing at spots like: “the life of the world to come/everlasting” in the Creeds, 
“but deliver us from evil” in the Lord’s Prayer, “this is My Body, this is My Blood” at the consecration, and 
at the pax domini. These too are part of that same promise of our baptism.  The promise of life 
everlasting and deliverance from evil are brought in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through those 
means of grace we receive the forgiveness of sins by Jesus’ death on the cross.  
Uncle Rudolph may not be keen on the idea, but it changes nothing. The sign of the cross marks our 
understanding and teaches us to be attentive to Jesus’ work and His gifts to us. So, please grant your 
Christian friends a kind opinion of their baptismal remembrances. Perhaps even consider it as part of 
your own piety. 

Remember your baptism with the sign of Jesus’ cross. 
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JOIN OUR BOOK STUDY! 
We’re reading Has American Christianity Failed, by Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller 
(Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Austin). Paul Hofmann is leading the study. 
The books are available at church and we encourage everyone to come and 
participate! Please invite your friends too! 

Bible Study  
+ Sunday School 

 
10:00am

Fellowship  
+ Coffee 

 
11:00am

Divine  
Service 

 
11:30am

@epiphanybastropEpiphany Lutheran Churchepiphanybastrop.org church@epiphanybastrop.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Birthdays + Anniversaries
September 3: Paul + Barb Hofmann  

(39 years) 
September 4: Deebo + Norma Kunze  

(40 years) 

September 11: Jonathan + Irene Zabel 
 (46 years) 

September 13: Carter Hill

Highlights from our Voters Meeting on August 28, 2022: 
• Added voting members Deebo and Norma Kunze 
• Approved one year lease with the Seventh Day Adventist Church (SDA) 
• Approved 7% of budgeted offerings to be evenly split among the following ministries:  

Bastrop Emergency Food Pantry, Faith Lutheran High School, Lutheran World Relief, 
Hearing Without Ears (associated with St. Paul, Austin), Bastrop Pregnancy Resource 
Center, Siberian Lutheran Seminary/Church, Camp Lone Star. 

• Adopted a budget for the remainder of 2022. 
• Discussed expectations for the Jesus Door 2 Door Ministry (see article in this newsletter) 
• Richard G. to share information on A Joyous Christmas production in Bastrop 
• Jeremy to contact our pastors wives about funding for Pastors Wives Retreat 
• Richard G. to contact Bastrop Emergency Food Pantry for volunteer opportunities
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COMMUNITY NEWS

GRIEFSHARE is a nondenominational program featuring Christ-centered, biblical teaching that 
focuses on grief topics associated with the death of a loved one. The participants can share as 
much or as little as they want. This group meets for a 14-week series beginning Thursday, 
August 18, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Immanuel, Giddings 300 N. Grimes St.  Please contact Kathy 
Bartels at (512) 461-5442 or visit www.griefshare.org for additional information, or  
monniebartels@gmail.com with questions or concerns. 

It's time to make plans to attend our annual Warda Church Picnic on Sunday, September 4th!  
This year, our morning will start with worship at 9am; we're bringing back our full meal (pork 
by the pound, whole chickens, potato salad, beans, cole-slaw, noodles) starting at 9:30am; 
Ladies' Aid country store and bake sale opens at 9am; live music 10am-2pm (Mark Gruetzner) 
and 2pm-5pm (Rabbs Creek Band); children's activities start at 11am; burgers, fries, and 
nachos at 4pm; live auction at 5; silent auction til 6;  fun for the whole family!  
Call Holy Cross  Lutheran Church at 979-242-3333 for more information!

A new Adult Sunday School begins on September 18 at 
Epiphany!  
Delve deeper into each week's three Scripture readings with  A 
Longer Look at the  Lessons. This Bible study based on the 
lectionary in Lutheran Service Book provides information about the 
readings and their contexts. A look at Greek or Hebrew words or 
phrases is sometimes included. Questions and answers mine the 
riches of the pericopes while encouraging class discussion and 
personal application.

https://mtcalvary-lcms.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0ed6a80b20f8872c2518da9a&id=c07ab4f2d1&e=8a500ba700
mailto:monniebartels@gmail.com
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The 34th Annual Wendish Fest will be hosted by St. Paul 
Lutheran Church and the Texas Wendish Heritage Society on 
Sunday, September 25, in Serbin, TX.  
The traditional Wendish noon meal will be available at 10:30 for 
adults $12 and children $6.  To-Go and drive-thru will also be 
available at 9:30 - all take-out meals are $12.  
Epiphany will be hosting a booth at the festival! If you’d like to be 
a part of that, contact Jeremy Clifton at augustana@gmail.com.  
For more information on the festival, contact 979-366-2441 or 
museum@texaswendish.org or www.texaswendish.org. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

All are welcome at the Texas Confessional Lutherans Annual Free Conference that will be 
held on Friday, September 9th and Saturday, September 10th at Grace Lutheran Church, 
located at 1212 Jefferson Street in Brenham, Texas. Pastor Klaus Detlev Schulz, Ph. D., of the 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW), will be the speaker. He will speak on 
the theme of "How do we plant confessional Lutheran churches?" A catered BBQ meal will 
be available at noon on Saturday for $14 per plate. Please make a meal ticket reservation by 
September 2. To reserve a meal ticket, get a copy of the Agenda, or for more information, call 
or text 979-421-3740 or email robertlangeinc@msn.com.  
Paul and Barb Hofmann are making plans to attend. Let them know if you would like a ride.

St Paul Lutheran in Austin has been associated with Jesus Deaf Lutheran Church (JDLC) for 
many years. And recently, St. Paul members voted to call an Associate Pastor, Pastor Robert 
LeBlanc, to work with St. Paul congregation, but to also devote half of his time to Deaf Ministry 
and JDLC. This will have a huge impact in the deaf community learning about the Lutheran 
Church, “hearing” the Word through ASL and receiving the Sacraments. 

Epiphany has voted to support the Jesus Deaf Lutheran Church! In addition to monetary 
assistance, here are some other things we could do to learn more: 
Everyone is encouraged to experience a Deaf Worship Service at JDLC! Come see what is 
going on, meet the members, and worship with them. Their Sunday schedule is: Bible Study 
at 2pm and Worship/Communion Service at 3pm. The address is 1307 Newton Street, Austin, 
Texas, 78704. Just a block West of Congress in the SoCo district.

mailto:augustana@gmail.com
mailto:museum@texaswendish.org
https://mtcalvary-lcms.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0ed6a80b20f8872c2518da9a&id=1c6c494107&e=8a500ba700
mailto:robertlangeinc@msn.com
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PROST! Faith Lutheran High School’s annual Oktoberfest will be 
Saturday, October 22. New this year will be The Battle of the Brew, 
a home-brew competition. Returning will be our traditional 
German meal, domino tournament, corn-hole tournament, music, 
kids’ games, and lots of fun!

COMMUNITY NEWS

Epiphany has agreed to partner with Jesus Door-2-
Door Ministry, an evangelism training and opportunity 
to reach people in Bastrop.  Pastor Tim Koch and his 
team of 15 will spend February 16- 20, 2023 with 
us. The “homebase” for our project will be the Hofmann 
home.  
We are expected to host the 15 team members. This 
means we will need host families to provide beds, 
bathrooms, breakfast, and transportation. We will also 
create some teams to provide lunches and dinners to 
the group. 

Please let Barb know how you might be able to serve in this ministry: 
• Hosting in your home 
• Providing meals 
• Providing transportation to daily event as well as airport transportation 
• Participation in the training on Friday morning 
• Participation in a canvassing team which will include three times each on Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday (or any combination you are available)

KFUO RADIO, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares worship services, 
Bible studies, podcasts, and sacred music for anyone, anytime, anywhere. Find these 
programs and more on-demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts. 
Follow @kfuoradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.



  prayers of the people
• Kathy Achterberg – Diagnosed in 2011, her Multiple Myeloma has returned, so she will be 

talking with her doctor about a treatment plan.  

• Family and friends of Joyce Bise – She had been the executive director at the Wendish 
Museum in Serbin for many years. She passed away August 29. God’s comfort be with her 
loved ones. 

• Sharon Birkelbach – Recovering from hip surgery. 

• Faith Lutheran High School - Prayers for safety, thanks, and perseverance over the start of 
a new school year. We also pray for the school’s retreat at Camp Lone Star over 
September 1-2. 

• Nellie Gonzalez 

• Rev. Michael and Stacy Hofmann – continued prayers of health for mom and babies. 

• Deebo and Norma Kunze - God’s peace and comfort as they navigate doctors and 
diagnosis. 

• David Sager - we praise God he has returned home and continue our prayers for rehab. 

• Dr. Charles Wukasch –we ask God to cover him with peace and grace as he deals with 
stage 4 prostate cancer.
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“If  you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,  
and it will be done for you.” 

Colossians 4:2 

Please share any prayer requests which you would like added to this list by sending an email to 
secretary@epiphanybastrop.org.   

If you have confidential prayer requests for the pastors eyes only, please send an email to 
pastor@epiphanybastrop.org.



What is Worship?
Elements of the Divine Service: Confession of Sins

Confession is the act by which one admits or confesses sin and the guilt of sin. 

As children of the heavenly Father, we are called into His presence in the Divine Service so He 
can bless us.  As we make our appearance before God, Psalm 51 reminds us that we are only 
beggars, seeking to receive.   

“If  we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if  we confess our sins, 
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

1 John 1:8-9 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

In the Confession, we are saying “amen,” or “yes, yes, this is true,” to God’s righteous judgment 
against our sin.  Bur the Lord is present with us and ready to forgive. After all, this is the reason 
the Lord gathers His people together in the Divine Service, to give them His mercy and grace.   

“I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess my 
transgressions to the LORD,’ and You forgave the iniquity of  my sin.” 

Psalm 32:5
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OUR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
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OUR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY


