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from the pastor’s desk
“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of  the Lord.”  

Job 1:21b  

“The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away” has become a phrase that stands on its own in our culture. 
Even those outside the faith have heard it and perhaps repeated it themselves in times of loss. But 
where does the phrase come from? It comes from the book of Job where every earthly blessing is 
systematically stripped away from Job to test his faith, yet Job will not curse God. Instead he holds fast, 
that no matter what the circumstance: “blessed be the name of the Lord.” Job says “the Lord gave, and 
the Lord has taken away” as a statement of gratitude and as statement of confidence in the Lord’s 
goodness despite all troubles.  

But I wonder, when we use the phrase, are we using it differently than Job? I get the distinct feeling that 
when I hear someone say it, or maybe even when I say it, that it’s not said in gratitude and confidence 
but in a bit of despair. It’s as if we are saying “the best we can hope for is a few blessings for a little 
while in this life before the Lord arbitrarily takes them all away from us.” That’s not gratitude or 
confidence, that’s something else entirely.  

It's true, we are not promised that our earthly blessings will be permanent. The Lord does give them 
and at times he does take them away. But if we turn this phrase upside down for a minute, it will help us 
to see the true spiritual blessings that the Lord does promise us, which are unaffected by our earthly 
circumstances and are sure and certain!  

Let’s ponder that “The Lord takes away, and the Lord gives!”  

In the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we see this reality unfold. At the cross, the Lord took so 
much away from you. Christ grabbed ahold of your sins and took them right away! He placed them 
upon himself, took them into himself, and as he died, so did your sins! Your sin, taken away! Your guilt, 
taken away! Your shame, taken away! Forever!  

And in the place of what he took away, he gives so generously! His righteousness, given to you! The 
Father’s declaration of the perfection that Jesus earned, it’s given to you, as a free gift! The kind of 
peace that is beyond comprehension to the unbelieving world, the kind that can only come by having 
peace with God, that’s given to you too!  So, “blessed be the name of the Lord” because “The Lord 
takes away, and the Lord gives!”  

Whenever an earthly blessing is taken from you, remember that you have been given the greatest gift 
of all, the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ, and the promise of eternal life!  And finally at the last, the 
Lord will take you away, out of this valley of tears and he will give you into the kingdom of heaven!

 Rev.  Nate Hill
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Me Our New 
Pastor

We warmly welcome Pastor Roth to the Epiphany ministry and praise God for his heart for church 
planting, leadership, and service! 

Pastor Roth will be covering the first Sunday of each month beginning November 6. Pastor Roth has 
served at Grace Lutheran, Elgin since 2010 and is married to Heidi with whom he is blessed to have 
seven children. A full biography of Pastor Roth can be found graceelgin.org/meet-our-pastor.  The 
pastors have met with Pastor Roth to get him up to speed on things at Epiphany.  We praise God for the 
blessing of generously equipping Epiphany with another shepherd for the flock and another pastoral 
leader to help guide us. 

On October 30, following worship, we will gather at the home of Jonathan and Irene Zabel (111 
Loblolly Lane, Bastrop), for our first ALL church fellowship! 

Main dish will be provided by the church. Please bring a side or dessert, as well as your choice of 
beverage and an outdoor chair.  While we celebrate all the many ways the Lord has made our Epiphany 
path straight, we are now grateful the Lord has provided for us another Pastor. We will welcome Pastor 
Roth and his family while enjoying a time of fellowship as the Body of Christ. 

Rev. Carl Roth 
Grace Lutheran Church 

LCMS Pastor since June 2006
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Bible Study  
+ Sunday School 

 
10:00am

Fellowship  
+ Coffee 

 
11:00am

Divine  
Service 

 
11:30am

@epiphanybastropEpiphany Lutheran Churchepiphanybastrop.org church@epiphanybastrop.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Thank Yous
Thank you to the Post Oak Zone LWML for wanting to hear about Epiphany’s start and 
progress and for granting us half the Ingathering offerings from their recent zone rally. 
  
Thank you to the saints at Mt. Calvary who continue to send Epiphany individual offerings. 
  
Thank you to Rosie for her initiative in going door to door in the neighborhoods around 
Epiphany, inviting folks to church and handing them our mailer. Check with Rosie if you’re 
interested to learn what she does as a one woman evangelist!  
  
Thank you to all our Pastors for their leadership, shepherding,  and love for their Epiphany 
flock.  We appreciate you!

A new Adult Sunday School is underway at Epiphany!  
Explore each week's Scripture readings with A Longer Look at the Lessons. This 
Bible study based on the lectionary in  Lutheran Service Book  provides 
information about the readings and their contexts. We’re excited to dive deeper 
together!
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COMMUNITY NEWS

GRIEFSHARE is a nondenominational program featuring Christ-centered, biblical teachings 
focused on grief.  The participants can share as much or as little as they want. This group 
currently meets 6:00pm-8:00pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Giddings. Please contact 
Kathy Bartels at 512-461-5442 or  monniebartels@gmail.com with questions. Visit griefshare.org 
for more info!

AN UPDATE FROM YOUR PASTORAL TEAM 

You may have noticed we’ve added a description of elements in the Divine Service to our 
bulletins! These are intended to remind us from where our traditions and practices come and 
help explain why we do what we do when we invite others.  Our visitors may think that 
worship is about what we do for or toward God. The reality is God is providing His service for 
us. In the reading, the preaching, and the proclamation of His Word and in His Sacraments of 
Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, God comes to us. In worship, God gives His grace and 
we respond with thanks and praise.  

Explore Epiphany Sundays is an initiative by our Pastors to encourage members at our 
sister congregations to regularly visit Epiphany. The intent is to show their support for the 
ministry and serve as a sort of critical mass as we invite others and grow. What a wonderful 
encouragement they will be for us! 

Pastor Beck will now receive the pastor@epiphanybastrop.org emails. Members should send 
any pastoral care needs to this email address.  (Requests for hospital or home visits, follow-
ups, etc.)  Pastor Beck will assign pastoral care tasks to one of the pastors, but all pastors will 
be copied for communication.

Click HERE  to view a sermon from Pastor 
Wolfmueller on the Lutheran liturgy and 
its importance.

mailto:pastor@epiphanybastrop.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jh-sKKxFr_4
mailto:monniebartels@gmail.com
http://griefshare.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

KFUO RADIO, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares worship services, 
Bible studies, podcasts, and sacred music for anyone, anytime, anywhere. Find these 
programs and more on-demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts. 
Follow @kfuoradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Bastrop’s fanciful, fantastic, fun—and even famous—annual Lost Pines Christmas Parade will 
light up the night skies as it makes its way down Main Street on Saturday, December 10th, 
6:00pm-8:00pm!  
Plans are coming together for an Epiphany float depicting Jesus as a boy and the Magi 
following the star to find him! We have secured a trailer, constructing a shed backdrop, 
costumes, and ordered lights including a big star.  
We will have Epiphany postcards to distribute to the parade watchers. 

Prost! Faith Lutheran High School’s annual Oktoberfest will be 
Saturday, October 22 at the Holy Cross Lutheran Church picnic 
grounds. New this year will be The Battle of the Brew, a home-brew 
competition. Returning will be our traditional German meal, 
domino tournament, corn-hole tournament, music, kids’ games, 
and lots of fun!
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The Little Light
Here you’ll find news and updates relating to the children’s ministry of Epiphany 

Lutheran. We hope parents will find this newsletter section helpful! 

The Enduring Faith Bible Curriculum, by CPH, features a Christ-centered, three-year 
chronological survey of Bible history with a goal of helping our children grow deeper 
in their understanding of God’s Word.   
• Year 1 is an overview of the Bible and its major themes, tracing God’s plan of 

salvation from Genesis to Revelation.  There are fourteen lessons per unit with 
overlapping levels for churches with small numbers of students.  

• Our first unit is God Creates a World and a Kingdom, beginning with creation and 
ending during the reign of King David.   

LESSON 1: A MIGHTY WONDER (October 16) - In six days—through His spoken 
Word alone— the heavenly Father creates a universe so vast and complex it defies our 
limited human understanding. Humankind, the crown of His creation, made in His own 
image, comes to be through the intimate work of His hands and with His own breath. 
Discuss the wonders of God’s creation with your family. 
  
LESSON 2: THE FALL AND A PROMISE (October 23) - The slithery serpent caused 
Eve to doubt God’s Word with one simple question: “Did God actually say . . .?” 
(Genesis 3:1). Seeking to gain wisdom, Eve and Adam rebel against their Creator. 
Suddenly aware of their condition before God, they vainly attempt to hide their sinful 
exposure. With sin comes punishment that is just; yet our heavenly Father does not 
leave humankind without hope. Instead, He promises One who will come to rescue His 
people from the jaws of death and Satan. As a family, discuss the importance of God’s 
promise of the Savior.



  prayers of the people
• Kathy Achterberg – diagnosed in 2011, her Multiple Myeloma has returned, so she will be 

talking with her doctor about a treatment plan.  

• Rev. Appel and family – God’s blessings upon them all as they ready their home for sale, 
make preparations for the move, and love on all the people who will miss them.   God be 
praised for the blessing this family will be to their new church and community.  

• Sharon Birkelbach – recovering from hip surgery. 

• Faith Lutheran High School Board of Directors – God bless their decisions as they seek to 
replace Pastor Appel’s role.  

• David Goeke 

• Nellie Gonzalez - prayers as she deals with breathing issues associated with COPD. 

• Grace Lutheran, Smithville – May God provide His direction, comfort, and peace as they 
come together as the Body of Christ to discern a Call to their next pastor.  

• Daniel and Katie Hofmann - baby #2 due in May! Prayers for healthy pregnancy. 

• Rev. Michael and Stacy Hofmann - Babies are at 32 weeks. Luke Allen is small and not 
getting as much nutrition, but he’s okay. Eden Hope is bigger and doing very well. Please 
pray for safe and healthy delivery and Luke to improve from his 34th percentile. . 

• Deebo and Norma Kunze  

• Terri and Tom Rosser – God’s blessings on their travel and time of relaxation and renewal 
as we give thanks for all they do to serve Epiphany. 

• Rev. Carl Roth and family – God bless them as they begin the addition of serving our 
Epiphany Family. 

• Richard Sager – praise God for his safe return to Michigan. We look forward to the snow 
when he’ll return to us! 

• Gina Sanders - prayers for an upcoming surgery in October. 

• Rev. Daniel Schuetz – friend of Hofmanns and Kaspars. 

• Dr. Charles Wukasch - we ask God to cover him with peace and grace as he deals with 
stage 4 prostate cancer.
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Please share any prayer requests which you would like added to this list by sending an email to 
secretary@epiphanybastrop.org.   

If you have confidential prayer requests for the pastors eyes only, please send an email to 
pastor@epiphanybastrop.org.



What ! Wor"ip?
Elements of # Divine Service: $e Ky%e

As we move toward the reading of God’s Word, we join with all believers through the ages, in 
heaven and presently on earth, and ask the Lord for mercy. The Kyrie is the first prayer of the 
gathered congregation.  It is a cry for mercy that our Lord and King hear us and help us in our 
needs and trouble. This prayer is encountered frequently in Scripture, for example, it is used by 
the Canaanite woman (Matthew 15:22), blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-47), and the ten lepers 
(Luke 17:12-13). 

“KYRIE” 
(pronounced “KEER-ee-yay”)  

A shortened form of  the Greek words Kyrie eleison, which mean, “Lord, have mercy.” 
  

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

  
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen!
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