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from the pa or’s desk
An Oasis in the Wilderness
“He turns a desert into pools of water, a parched land into springs of water.” Psalm 107:35
If I was going to guess, I’d say that the number one prayer request Christians ask their
pastors in Texas to include in the prayers on Sunday is the prayer for rain. We’re in the midst of
a drought. The cracks in the ground in our yard are growing wide enough I’m worried about
twisting my ankle!
Of course, we trust that God will indeed provide seasonable weather to provide, for our
use, the fruits of the earth…even when it’s hot and dry. We believe that God has provided for
His people of old by His almighty power; sending forth water from a rock in the wilderness,
setting boundaries for the waters in creation, calming the waters by His simple command
when the disciples were in terror…
But what really concerns me is a drought of the Word of God. This is the judgment rendered
by God in Amos 8, that on account of the peoples’ sin—their idolatry and the injustice they
showed toward their neighbors—God would send them a famine…but not just a famine of
bread or of thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the Lord (Amos 8:11).
Hearing the Word of God is the most important thing that will ever happen to us in this life.
God’s Word is the means by which eternal life is delivered to us; God’s Word is the very
communication from the Creator to His creation!
God’s Word is the reason that the Mission of Epiphany is so vitally important for our
community. This certainly isn’t to say that there aren’t any other Christian churches in the city;
but we believe that our Lutheran confession of the teachings of God’s Word is, through and
through, the true exposition of His Word.
I don’t say that from a place of pride, but from a place of thankfulness. But with such
knowledge…knowing the truth of the Word of God that is the water of life that wells up within
us to become a spring such that we never thirst (John 4)…we dare not keep it to ourselves!
There’s a community—a society even—that is parched, drying out and on the verge of dying
of thirst. Earlier this month, dear saints from Epiphany handed out fans and water and toys for
folks at the Bastrop 4th of July event. Our Lord has called us to share this water (it’s not a
limited commodity!) with everyone we encounter! Think of the people you know who need to
hear God’s saving Word; the people living in a desert. You, dear friends, are living in the oasis
of God’s Word!
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

Join our book study! We’re reading Has American Christianity Failed, by Rev.
Bryan Wolfmueller (Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Austin). Paul Hofmann
is leading the study. The books are available at church and we encourage
everyone to come and participate! Please invite your friends too!

Thank You!
Thank you to Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church and Preschool’s Mary Martha Guild for their
recent grant to Epiphany in the amount of $500.
They write: “At our June meeting the membership voted to designate your congregation as
a recipient of our fund raising effort. This contribution has no designation, other than to be
used in a God pleasing manner. We are pleased to be associated with you, our new sister
congregation, and are keeping you in our prayers.”
We, too, are grateful to be associated with our Circuit congregations and thank them for
their ongoing encouragement which helps us remember Paul’s words to the Galatians, “And
let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith.”
God be praised for the support we have from our sister congregations!

epiphanybastrop.org

church@epiphanybastrop.org
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Epiphany Lutheran Church
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY
The Rossers will be entering their classic car as an Epiphany
Lutheran Church oat in the BASTROP HOMECOMING
PARADE on August 6! The Parade starts at 9:30am.
This is an excellent opportunity to get visibility for our
church in our community, and you can help! Walkers are
needed to hand out our church fans and slap bracelets.
Walkers don't have to walk the entire parade route but can
join the Epiphany oat(s) as it enters at Main and Cedar
Street.
For more info, visit bastrophomecomingrodeo.org/parade/
or contact Tom Rosser at rosser.tom@gmail.com.

YOU ARE INVITED TO the Service of Ordination into the Holy
Ministry and Installation as Pastor for Joshua Hahn on Sunday,
August 14, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. at Immanuel Lutheran Church
300 N. Grimes Giddings, TX 78942
Reception with meal to follow at the church fellowship hall.
Please RSVP for the reception no later than July 24, 2022 at
www.ilgtx.com or call the Immanuel Church of ce at (979)
542-2918.

GRIEFSHARE is a nondenominational program featuring Christ-centered, biblical
teaching that focuses on grief topics associated with the death of a loved one. The
participants can share as much or as little as they want. This group meets for a 14-week
series beginning Thursday, August 18, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Immanuel, Giddings 300 N.
Grimes St. Please contact Kathy Bartels at (512) 461-5442 or visit www.griefshare.org for
additional information, or monniebartels@gmail.com with questions or concerns.
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

We’re excited to have our new sign outside.
We pray it entices new people to see what Epiphany is all about!

3300 East State Highway 21
Mailing Address: 489 Agnes St. - Ste. 112-117
Bastrop, TX 78602 • 512-907-0717
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prayers of the people
• The community of Uvalde, TX and the families who lost loved ones.
• David Sager - prayers for successful surgery on Monday, excellent doctor care, and
smooth recovery.
• Rev. Michael and Stacy Hofmann – prayers for healthy mama and twins due December.
• Tim Hofmann - prayers for discernment as he gures out his next step.
• Carol Winter (friend of the Cliftons) – Prayer of thanksgiving - no cancer was found after
surgery!
• Rev. Eric Borchers
• Rev. Walt Pohland – Had surgery for prostate cancer.
• Sharon Birkelbach – Recovering from hip surgery
• Johnnie Chromcak - Sandy Giro's brother is in surgery at Ascension Seton in Kyle for
blood clots in his lungs. Prayers needed.
• Kathy Achterberg – Diagnosed in 2011, her Multiple Myeloma has returned, so she will be
talking with her doctor about a treatment plan.

“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you.”
Colossians 4:2
Please share any prayer requests which you would like added to this list by sending an email to
secretary@epiphanybastrop.org.
If you have con dential prayer requests for the pastors eyes only, please send an email to
pastor@epiphanybastrop.org.
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OUR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is underway. We already have
new students enrolled and would love to welcome you into our Falcon
family as well. Are you looking for a Christ-centered education, a rigorous
college prep curriculum, small class sizes? Call us at (979) 242-2889 to
schedule a shadow day or visit our website at www. hstx.org for
registration information. The rst day of school is Wednesday, August
17th. We are excited to welcome our in-coming freshmen students and
look forward to a wonderful school year.
COMMUTING FROM BASTROP?
FLHS has some students in the Bastrop and surrounding community who would bene t from
carpooling to Faith during the school year. Are you already coming this direction? Please call
Nikki Kueck at (979) 242-2889.
SAVE THE DATE!
FLHS's annual Oktoberfest will be Saturday, October 22. New this year will be The Battle of the
Brew, a home-brew competition. Returning will be our traditional German meal, domino
tournament, cornhole tournament, music, kids’ games, and lots of fun!

CAMP LONE STAR FUNDRAISER – July 31 – Camp Lone Star is seeking donations
for the Annual Camp Lone Star Barbecue and Auction Fundraiser. The revenue from
the event furthers the programs that are done though Camp Lone Star. All donor
names are announced and/or displayed with auction items. Donated items are also
tax deductible as provided by law. Do make plans to attend the worship service,
BBQ meal, and live auction on Sunday, July 31, beginning at 11am.
If there is a group interested in attending from Epiphany, contact Rosie Cabrera at
830-839-4111.
For more info, visit camplonestar.org/bbq-auction-fundraiser/.

KFUO RADIO, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares worship services,
Bible studies, podcasts, and sacred music for anyone, anytime, anywhere. Find these programs
and more on-demand at kfuo.org or wherever you get your podcasts.
Follow @kfuoradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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